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Creative Commons in the Arab World  

Views from the Global South  
 

Thus, one can confidently 

argue that access to knowl-

edge is an indispensible tool 

for civilizations to last.  

History also proves that civi-

lizations grew and flourished 

with the dissemination of 

knowledge and the integra-

tion among sciences. When 

knowledge was confined 

only to the elite, it perished 

beyond retrieval. exemplifies 

the destructive consequences 

of inaccessibility to knowl-

edge.  

Knowledge is the accumu-

lation of human intellec-

tual experience and ex-

pression through time. 

Knowledge is, also, the 

core of mankind’s devel-

opment and progress. 

Great leaps in the ad-

vancement of science and 

momentous turning points 

in the history of mankind 

were underpinned by new 

discoveries and by the 

unleashing of creative ca-

pacities.  

View full text here 

WIPO Treaty for Improved Access for Blind, Visually Impaired  

and other Reading Disabled Persons 

 
 Recognizing the impor-

tance of accessibility in the 

process of the equalization 

of opportunities in all 

spheres of society, Aware 

of the many barriers to ac-

cess to information  

and communication ex-

perienced by persons 

who are blind or have 

limited vision, or have 

other disabilities re-

garding access to pub-

lished works, 

View full English Version here 

View full Arabic Version here 

 

http://www.quotesdaddy.com/author/Margaret+Fuller
http://www.bibalex.org/a2k/Forum/Topic.aspx
http://www.bibalex.org/a2k/Forum/Topic.aspx
http://www.bibalex.org/a2k/attachments/references/reffileynrzuquvdeijeh55skcpy545.pdf
http://www.keionline.org/misc-docs/tvi/tvi_en.html
http://www.bibalex.org/a2k/attachments/TranslatedMaterials/tvi_Ara.pdf
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“Without knowledge, 

life is no more than 

the shadow of death” 

                      Moliere 

 

Fair Use  

 
April 27th, 2010  

Study: Fair Use Contributes Trillions to U.S. Economy 

  

April 27th, 2010  

CCIA Releases Report on Fair Use in the US Economy 

 

April 27th, 2010  

The "fair use economy" is enormous, growing, 
and endangered by the relatively tiny enter-

tainment industry  
 

  

 

 May 13th, 2010 

 

The launch of Ara-

bic domain names 

has been hailed as a 

milestone. But a 

milestone to where, 

asks Amira 

Howeidy 

 

 Anti-Counterfeiting 

Treaty  (ACTA) 

Copyright 300 Birthday 
 
 

April 8th, 2010 
Copyright and wrong : Why the 

rules on copyright need to return 

to their roots 
 

April 10th, 2010 
Copyright law must be simpli-

fied 

 

April 10th, 2010 
Copyright turns 300 

 

April 10th, 2010 
Copyright Turns 300 Today 

 

 

 

 

April 1st, 2010 

Anti-Counterfeit Laws 

Threaten Universal Access to 

ARVs 

 

April 13th, 2010 

Anti-Counterfeiting Agree-

ment Undermines Efforts To-

ward Transparency 
 

April 15th, 2010 

WIPO, WTO Requested To 

Advise On Anti-Counterfeiting 

Treaty 
 

 

http://www.wired.com/threatlevel/2010/04/fairuse-economy/
http://www.wcl.american.edu/pijip/go/blog04272010
http://www.boingboing.net/2010/04/27/the-fair-use-economy.html
http://www.boingboing.net/2010/04/27/the-fair-use-economy.html
http://www.boingboing.net/2010/04/27/the-fair-use-economy.html
http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2010/998/eg2.htm
http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2010/998/eg2.htm
http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2010/998/eg2.htm
http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2010/998/eg2.htm
http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2010/998/eg2.htm
http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2010/998/eg2.htm
http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2010/998/eg2.htm
http://www.economist.com/opinion/displaystory.cfm?story_id=15868004
http://www.economist.com/opinion/displaystory.cfm?story_id=15868004
http://www.economist.com/opinion/displaystory.cfm?story_id=15868004
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2010/apr/10/copyright-law-digital-economy-bill
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2010/apr/10/copyright-law-digital-economy-bill
http://www.boingboing.net/2010/04/10/copyright-turns-300.html
http://www.osnews.com/story/23138/Copyright_Turns_300_Today
http://allafrica.com/stories/201004011001.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201004011001.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201004011001.html
http://www.forbes.com/2010/04/13/counterfeit-trade-agreement-opinions-contributors-gary-shapiro.html
http://www.forbes.com/2010/04/13/counterfeit-trade-agreement-opinions-contributors-gary-shapiro.html
http://www.forbes.com/2010/04/13/counterfeit-trade-agreement-opinions-contributors-gary-shapiro.html
http://www.ip-watch.org/weblog/2010/04/15/european-parliamentarians-call-on-wipo-wto-for-technical-advice-on-acta/
http://www.ip-watch.org/weblog/2010/04/15/european-parliamentarians-call-on-wipo-wto-for-technical-advice-on-acta/
http://www.ip-watch.org/weblog/2010/04/15/european-parliamentarians-call-on-wipo-wto-for-technical-advice-on-acta/


“Know where to find the 

information and how to 

use it - That's the secret 

of success” 

    Albert Einstein 
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WIPO Treaty for Improved Access for 

Blind, Visually Impaired  

and other Reading Disabled Persons 

Copyright vs. The Right to Read 

 
May 27th, 2010 

In developed countries barely 5% of all published works are 

available in formats which are accessible to blind and visually 

impaired people. In developing countries, this number drops to a 

mere 0.5%.  So 99.5% of published books are inaccessible to 

blind and partially sighted South Africans. 

  

The South African Copyright law exacerbates the problem as 

there are no provisions for persons with disabilities to convert 

material into accessible formats. 
 

View full text here 

Project puts 1M books online for blind, dyslexic 

SAN FRANCISCO – Even as audio versions of best-

sellers fill store shelves and new technology fuels the 

popularity of digitized books, the number of titles accessi-

ble to people who are blind or dyslexic is minuscule. 

  

A new service being announced Thursday by the nonprofit 

Internet Archive in San Francisco is trying to change that. 

The group has hired hundreds of people to scan thousands 

of books into its digital database — more than doubling 

the titles available to people who aren't able to read a hard 

copy.  

 

View full text here 

May 6th, 2010 

http://www.aca2k.org/index.php?option=com_idoblog&task=viewpost&id=276&Itemid=&lang=en
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36976806/ns/technology_and_science-tech_and_gadgets/


 

 

 

    Suggested Readings 

 
Traditional Knowledge and In-

tellectual Properties 

 
By: Stephen A. Hansen  

and Justin W. VanFleet 
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The Latest BA A2K Project Publications 

Contact Details 

Bibliotheca Alexandrina 

Legal Department  

P.O. Box 138, Chatby, 

Alexandria 21526, Egypt.  

 

Project Leader 
Hala Essalmawi 
Phone: (+203) 4839999   
Ext:1153 
Fax: (+203)  4820452 
Email: a2k@bibalex.org   
 
Project Officer  
Handra Nagy 
Email: a2k@bibalex.org   
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 Suggested Readings 
 

The Legality of Free and 

Open Source Software Licences 
           

By: Professor Brian Fitzgerald,  

    Mr. Rami Olwan 

BA A2K  

“Toolkit II” 
now Fully  

available in  

       Arabic  

Special and Differential  

Treatment 

of Developing Countries in 

TRIPS 

Differential and more fa-

vourable treatment of devel-

oping countries has been a 

fundamental principle of the 

General Agreement on Tar-

rifs and Trade (GATT) and 

the World Trade Organisa-

tion (WTO).  

 

Click here to View Full 

Arabic Version   

The Politics and Prac-

ticalities of a Disclo-

sure of Origin Obliga-

tion 

 

Developing countries 

are actively pursuing, in 

different fora, the recog-

nition of an obligation to 

disclose the origin of 

biological resources. 

 

 

Click here to View 

Full Arabic Version   

http://shr.aaas.org/tek/handbook/handbook.pdf
http://shr.aaas.org/tek/handbook/handbook.pdf
mailto:a2k@bibalex.org
mailto:a2k@bibalex.org
http://sljournal.uaeu.ac.ae/en/issues/40/images/2%20%20English.pdf
http://sljournal.uaeu.ac.ae/en/issues/40/images/2%20%20English.pdf
http://www.bibalex.org/a2k/attachments/references/reffiletfw1ifekagisua55yhcw0b55.pdf
http://www.bibalex.org/a2k/attachments/TranslatedMaterials/TMfilecxid4145h5acmk45axvybx55.pdf
http://www.bibalex.org/a2k/attachments/TranslatedMaterials/TMfileyrryqdn04wrwur553ookkneh.pdf

