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Overview
The Tech Awards: Technology benefiting humanity, is a signature program of The Tech Museum of Innovation, presented by Applied Materials, Inc.  It is one of the premier annual humanitarian awards programs in the world, recognizing technical solutions that benefit humanity and address the most critical issues facing our planet and its people. Each year, The Tech Awards honors 25 global innovators (Laureates) who are applying technology to benefit humanity in five universal categories: Education, Equality, Environment, Economic Development, and Health.  Five finalists are selected for each category.
In 2008, hundreds of nominations were received from 68 countries.  Since the Awards program was founded, it has welcomed a total of 200 Laureates into its distinguished community of international innovators.
In addition to the 25 Laureates selected each year, The Tech Awards also honors one individual with the James C. Morgan Global Humanitarian Award, sponsored by Applied Materials.  This individual must be someone whose broad vision and leadership are helping to address humanity’s greatest challenges.  The 2008 recipient of this award was 2006 Nobel Peace Prize winner and micro-lending pioneer, Muhammad Yunus.

The Tech Awards distributes $250,000 in cash awards each year. One Laureate in each category is selected to receive a $50,000 cash prize at the black tie gala.  In 2009, the gala will be held on November 19 in San Jose, California.

How the Awards Work

Individuals, non-profit organizations and for-profit organizations who are using technology to significantly improve the human condition in any of the five award categories are invited to apply to the program.  Nominees/applicants must have either developed a new invention, or come up with an innovative use of an existing technology.  Solutions recognized by The Tech Awards have ranged from low-tech clay pots used for refrigeration in sub-Saharan Africa, to the very high-tech use of chemical emulsification to clean-up toxic waste in the U.S.  
Awards Criteria

Applicants must demonstrate:
· The use of technology to significantly improve the human condition in one of the five Award categories (Education, Equality, Environment, Economic Development, and Health).

· Evidence that a serious problem or challenge with broad significance is addressed by this use of technology.

· A noteworthy contribution that surpasses previous or current solutions.

· A novel application that represents a breakthrough.

· The potential for this use of technology to serve as an inspiration or model for others.

Selection Process
The selection process consists of three steps:

· Step 1: Nomination: The Tech Awards program and its partners encourage and solicit nominations from anyone who can identify a worthy candidate, including self-nominations. Approximately 800 nominations from roughly 70 countries are received each year.

· Step 2: Application: Nominees are contacted and invited to submit a complete description of the technology application based upon the awards criteria.  Two references are requested. 

· Step 3: Judging: Completed applications that meet the awards criteria are presented to a third party, independent panel of judges organized by the Center for Science, Technology and Society at Santa Clara University.  There will be five finalists and one cash prize recipient in for each category.

Global Humanitarian Award Recipient

· One individual is honored each year for his or her broad vision and leadership in helping address humanity’s greatest challenges.
· Honoree participates in the annual event and provides a keynote address.  Past honorees have included:
· James Morgan - 2004

· Kristine Pearson - 2005

· Bill Gates - 2006

· Gordon Moore - 2007

· Muhammad Yunus - 2008

Additional Laureate Programs – The Tech Awards Network (TAN)

· Funders Reception – Reception held during the gala week with the goal of introducing the 25 Laureates to interested partners and potential project funding sources.  The Tech Awards sends Laureate profiles to potential partners and funders, receives inputs on projects/Laureates of interest and facilitates introductions.

· The Tech Awards Showcase – Tradeshow style event held the day of the gala.  Laureates display their projects with collateral.  Audience consists of funders, partners, sponsors, invited guests and press.

· Santa Clara University (SCU) Annual Workshop – University hosts an all day event following the annual gala. Laureates and key partners are invited.  The 2008 theme was “Transformative Changes through Science and Technology: The Role for Social Benefit Entrepreneurs”.

· All Laureates are invited to apply for Santa Clara University’s Global Social Benefit Incubator Program, a two week ‘Boot Camp Style MBA’ for social entrepreneurs.
Key Dates in 2009 

· Deadline for 2009 Nominations:  March 27, 2009
· Deadline for 2009 Applications:  April 24, 2009
· Laureates announced:  Early September 

· The Tech Awards Showcase: November 19, 2009
· Tech Awards Gala & Announcement of Cash Prize Recipients: November 19, 2009
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About The Tech Museum of Innovation

The Tech Museum of Innovation is a hands-on technology and science museum for people of all ages and backgrounds.  Located in San Jose, California – the Capital of Silicon Valley – its mission, as a public-benefit corporation, is to inspire the innovator in everyone. Through hands-on exhibits, educational programs, the annual Tech Challenge team competition for youth, and the internationally recognized Tech Awards, presented by Applied Materials, Inc., The Tech Museum of Innovation honors the past, celebrates the present, and encourages the development of innovative ideas for a more promising future. For more information about The Tech Museum of Innovation, visit www.thetech.org.
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