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Portrait of Kepler. Observatory of Kremsmünster, Austria.



Kepler’s Solar Eclipse Puzzle

Puzzle: Why does the Moon seem smaller during an eclipse?



Title page of Kepler’s
1604 treatise on Optics



Anonymous wood engraving
of Ptolemy and Astronomy.
Title page of Gregor Reisch’s
Margarita Philosophica (Pearl
Of Wisdom) 1504.
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Succession Without Supersession
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Title page of Frederich
Risner’s edition of Witelo’s
Optics, 1572. Risner
specifies that he has 
corrected “an infinity of 
errors”.



Portrait of Kepler. Observatory of Kremsmünster, Austria.



Descartes’ illustration of the
retinal image in La Dioptrique,
1637. Kepler is one of the few
predecessors whom Descartes
acknowledged as “my teacher”.


