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Consumer Protection in the Context of
Microfinance Research

There is a clear role
for lawyers to engage
in development activi-
ties by assisting the
poor to access infor-
mation about their le-
gal rights, thereby fa-
cilitating Access to
Knowledge Lawyers
can also directly pro-
vide legal aid as well
as advocate for the im-
proved protection of
consumer rights.
Thus, the BA A2K

project is Collaborat-
ing with the Interna-
tional Development
Law Organization to
explore the expansion

of the A2K panorama .

Together, BA and
IDLO are researching
the de jureand de
factoexistence of con-
sumer protection prin-
ciples in the Egyptian
legal and regulatory
framework and micro-
finance industry,

particularly with
regard to the provi-
sion of financial
services to the

poor. Ultimately, =
this research will be

done in five coun-

tries and will end

with recommenda-

tions as to how to §

improve protections
for the poor.

The Bi

African -Arab Seminar on Copyright

Limitations and Exceptions: Addressing the
Needs of Affected Constituencies

The seminar provided a forum for a dialogue and exchange of infor-
mation, and views among different stakeholders in African and Arab
countries in copyright limitations and exceptions, including the cur-

rent discussions on the need of a treaty for the visually impaired.
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News Highlights

Antid Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA)
November 17th, 2009
ACTA: Walk away or get on board
November 30th, 2009
EU ACTA analysis leaks: confirms plans for global DMCA, encour-

age 3 strikes model

December 7th, 2009 OTrue knowledge
exists in knowing

that you know

nothing. And in
knowing that you
know nothing, that

makes you the

smarit est (o}
Internet Governance Forum Socrates

Transparency of FTAA negotiations, compared to ACTA
December 21, 2009

ACTA may prompt quick restart to EU harmonization of criminal
enforcement Of IP

November 15th, 2009
IGF 2009 event rattled by UN Security

Office

November 16th, 2009
Censorship at IGF in Sharm el Sheikh

November 16th, 2009
FAQ: What happened at the Internet
GovernanceForum?

November 18th, 2009

Egypt the first Arab country to
apply for the registration of
domain names in Arabic un- \(
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off you give people
tools, (and they use)
their natural ability

and their curiosity,

they will develop

things in ways that
will surprise you very

much beyond what

you might have

expect ed. d
Bill Gates

"A people that
values its privileges
above its principles
soon loses both."
Dwight D. Eisenhower
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% BA A2K Toolkit | has been updated with:

The GNU Free Documentation License
By Anas Tawileh

The adoption of the GNU General Public License (GPL) did not face
any significant difficulties. Despite all the challenges it posed to pro-
prietary software development companies, and the vested interests of
so many players, the GPL was incredibly successful in attracting large
numbers of software developers to write and contribute high quality
software. This can be partly attributed to the characteristics of the
software development process, in which several developers collabo-
rate to write small chunks of code, in addition to the ethos of software
developers who tend to favor tinkering around with source code to
learn how it works, and then work on improving it.
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Networking: Researchers From
The Arab World

Dr. Anas Tawileh

&

Consultant for the International Development Research Centre
(IDRC) of Canada and Vice President of Engineering for
Meedan.net

A firm believer in Free and Open Source Software (F/OSS), Dr.
Anas Tawileh established the GNU/Linux Syria User Group in Da-
mascus in 2002 and started the Arab Commons Initiative. He has a
Masters degree in Information Systems Engineering from Cardiff
University and a PhD in Information Assurance from the same uni-
versity.

Publications:
Open Source - Unlimited Opportunities
Wireless Networking in the Developing World - Arabic Edition

VolIP for Development: A Primer
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Open Access & the “

Divide Between
AnMai nstreamo & APer heral 0 Sci

By JeanClaude Guédon olIf you have
knowledge, let others

ANei ther the ficentreo, nor |t|hettithep endlesph e
on at least some issues, they display points of convergence. iIt. o
Open Access to the scientific literature is a good example of Margaret Fuller
such a possible convergence: most scientists everywhere can
agree that it will improve their ability to work and to contrib-
ute to the evolution of science. But they may have dif-

ferent arguments to

this view
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