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NEWS ON BA PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

11th Meeting of the International Friends of the BA 

• The International Friends of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina held their 
11th annual Meeting, 18-22 October 2008. 
 

• Dr. Ismail Serageldin, Director of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, 
welcomed the Friends and delivered an outstanding lecture on “The 
Global Economical Crisis”. He also thanked them for their continuous 
unrelenting support to the BA, and received their generous book 
donations. 
 

• Gathered at the meeting were 80 Friends, representing 18 
associations, from 11 countries, 7 of them from America alone. 
 
 

• The meeting stood out for its multicultural activities: an Australian 
and a Greek exhibition; a presentation of a book by an American 
author; lectures on the Greek language; a Mexican concert from a 
German school; a Poetry session in different languages; a Nubian bard 
and storyteller; and an all-day audience participation in the reading of 
Homer’s Iliad in three languages. 
 

The Memory of Modern Egypt 

 

Under the auspices of Her Excellency Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak, the 
International School of Information Science (ISIS), and the BA’s Special 
Projects Department, unveiled a complete digital repository of materials 
documenting Egypt’s rich modern history, available to all in an expansive, 
multidimensional online archive.  

The Memory of Modern Egypt project provides an authentic and 
comprehensive look at culture, politics, and social life in Egypt, from the Era 
of Mohamed Ali in 1805, to the end of late Al-Sadat’s Presidency in 1981, that 
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Former President of Botswana received the Mo Ibrahim Prize for 
Achievement in African Leadership at the BA 
 

During a grand international ceremony hosted by the BA on Saturday, 15 
November 2008, Festus Mogae, Former President of Botswana, received the 
Mo Ibrahim Prize for Achievement in African Leadership for the year 2008. 
Mogae left office in April 2008 after spending two five-year terms as 
President of Botswana.  

 

The Honorary Ceremony was attended by a number of distinguished figures 
among whom were Mohamed Ibrahim, Founder of the Prize; Mary Robinson, 
Former President of Ireland and the UN Human Rights Committee; Joaquim 
Chissano, Former President of Mozambique and First Winner of the Mo 
Ibrahim Prize; Professor Mohamed El-Baradei, Director-General of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA); Kofi Anan, Former Secretary- 
General of the United Nations; Dr. Ismail Serageldin, Director of the BA. 

 

The World AIDS Campaign at the BA  

The Library of Alexandria, the Egyptian AIDS Society, and the World Bank 
Public Information Center (PIC), in collaboration with the Egyptian Ministry 
of Health and Population, launched the World AIDS Day Campaign               
(1 December 2008), on Wednesday, 26 November 2008, through organizing a 
press conference at BA Conference Center, Small Theater. Social, media 
leaders, (from the press, radio, and Egyptian TV and satellite channels) and a 
group of experts and representatives of international and national bodies and 
ambassadors of goodwill participated in this event. 
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Upcoming Events 

Dr. Ismail Serageldin, learning about the art and technique of 
cinema!   
  
Dr. Serageldin will dissect the secrets of the success of cinema technique and 
artistry, and he will show why and how some scenes and some films have 
marked us all and are considered masterpieces. Applying his signature 
technique of accessible language and enormous amounts of visual material, 
Dr. Serageldin will present three lectures on Cinema.   Using film clips and 
some stills, he will show how the various elements of the art form (image, 
movement, color, tone, dialog, script, music, editing and other aspects) 
combine to produce a successful effect.  From the most subtle to the most 
shocking, the techniques of the great masters of cinema will be discussed 
with many clips of rare and historical footage.   
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Which of your projects is your favorite? Why? 

 
• The UNESCO-sponsored Italian grant to the BA. It was a project I 

was involved in about three years ago and it involved translation, 
international coordination and PR work and strategic planning.  

• Translation of the Arabic medical manuscript Maqala fi al-Naqras 
(Treatise on Gout) by Razis into English.  

• Bridges Daily Updates. This involved the translation of the daily 
updates for the WTO ministerial meeting held in Hong Kong (July 
2007). This was in cooperation with ICTSD. 
 

Where do you get your inspirations? 
From everything around me. 

To what do you attribute your success? 
Years of hard work.  

What advice do you give your generations in order to help them 
achieve their goals? 
When you love what you do, you will never have to work a day in your life. 
 
What do you consider your most treasured quality?  
Hard work  

What is your motto? 
Practice makes perfect 
 
What do you dislike the most? 
Indifference  

What obstacles did you face in your pathway?  
Lack of teamwork and coordination at some points. 

What advice could you give to people in order to overcome such 
obstacles?  
Set an example for others by developing a teamwork spirit within your 
workplace. 
 

 

 



 

Are you happy with what you achieved so far?  
Nobody is completely satisfied with his/her achievements, but I would say 
that I have done the best I could so far, and am looking forward to learn more 
and give more. 

What do you do to keep your knowledge up-to-date?  
Read as much as I can 

How do you see yourself in ten years? 
God only knows. 

Who is your shining example? 
Nobody in particular.  

What more could you give to the Bibliotheca Alexandrina to carry on 
being Egypt's window on the world, and the world's window on 
Egypt?  
I will work as hard as I can within my work scope. 

On a general basis, what more could be done to keep the Bibliotheca 
Alexandrina an admired place of excellence?  
Maximum priority should be given to developing the BA’s intellectual content 
(book collections).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For your information 

Visits to the Library: Entrance fee: EGP 10; Museums: EGP 20; Planetarium show: EGP 
25.  

Saturday to Thursday, opening hours are 11:00 am - 7:00 pm.  Friday, opening hours are 
3:00 -7:00 pm.   

Library membership card for the International Friends is $100, to be renewed annually.  
This provides free access to the Library (not the Museums or the Planetarium).  

Associations may issue their own membership card and can negotiate the privileges that 
may be extended to their members during visits to the Library. 

CALENDAR  

(Visit our website www.bibalex.org/English/Calendar/Showevents.aspx?today=1)  

Letters to the Editor are welcome (nahla.helmy@bibalex.org).  Suggestions for the newsletter 
and items may also be sent to Nahla Helmy.   

To subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter please contact Nahla Helmy or Heidi Elshafei, 
nahla.helmy@bibalex.org , heidi.elshafei@bibalex.org 

 

 


