Reporting Out Session

Vision Statement
Group One

· Shorten

· Standards

· High level statements

· 2d paragraph “This open knowledge resource also requires adherence to and promulgation of standards so that resources are widely and permanently available
Group Two

· Focus on last paragraph as the high level statement

· Move process later in statement or out of “vision”

· Ownership – Middle Eastern ownership; need better term; responsibility for sustainability

· Cast mission statement as an opportunity for other countries
Group Three

· Key component of the global info infrastructure are research and education networks in the region to support institutions participating in the MEDL and to support access to the MEDL; this is in addition to the commercial Internet access for the general public
· Promote participation by other Middle East countries
· Infrastructure can be used for purposes beyond digital libraries

· Authentication will be an issue
Group Four
· Components – vision: key “global information infrastructure” – use UNESCO as guide

· 2d paragraph – motivation

· 3d paragraph – justification

· 4th paragraph – mission statement

· Cultural critical mass

· Boundary issues – milestones for first few years

· Multi-lingual needs to be added

· Focus on users needs to be added; clarify audience (e-inclusion); village children

· Free flow of information, maximization of utilization of resources

· Ability of program to enhance information technology itself – secondary objective

· Recognizing the need to incorporate forms of human expression other than text or artifacts

Statements Submitted

I.  We propose a distributed, open, and highly interoperable digital library of materials from and about the cultures and societies of the Middle Eastern, Arabic, and Muslim worlds that will make it possible for people all over the world to have easy and meaningful access to high quality information of every kind.  We propose further that we collaborate with appropriate partners to build the technological infrastructure that can assure access to such resources and to the resources of the international research community generally from all these lands.

II.  To establish through international cooperation and aggregation of resources material on and about the Middle East to be organized in a digital format to preserve the cultural heritage through…(ends)

III.  The vision that is specific to the MEDL is to promote the preservation and understanding of the cultural heritage of the Middle East through the collection, curation, and dissemination of a sustainable digital record of the study of that heritage as well as of its original works in the museums, libraries and performing arts centers of the Middle East.  (use those sentences only from the last paragraph of the proposed statement)

IV.  Revision to statement:

2d paragraph, last sentente:  This open knowledge resource also requires adherence to and promulgation of standards so that the world’s scholarly and cultural resources are permanently and widely accessible in digital form. 

Omit 3d paragraph

