Vision

We envision a global information infrastructure that ennobles and enables humanity to advance knowledge and understanding. 
Mission

The mission is to preserve and promote the understanding of the cultural heritage of the Middle East through the collection, curation and dissemination of a sustainable digital record; and to contribute to the collaborative development of a global information infrastructure that will transform scholarly practice, education and public access to the complete record of human achievement.
|Tie vision and mission together.  Specify whose mission.  Include sense of leadership across the Middle East and/or to the library community.

Sense that this is embedded in the MiddleEast.

Curation – too technical a word?
Background

Motivation

We believe that the advancing technological capabilities in computing and networking provide a foundation for progress that is transformative in nature and without historic precedent. Reaping the rewards of a global information infrastructure requires sustained advances in technology and policy, as well as continuing investment in extending network connectivity to all points of the globe. It also requires transformation of practice, wherein the world’s scholarly and cultural resources are permanently available in digital form.

Justification

This is a long-term, massive undertaking, but one that has begun through the development of digital libraries. This workshop explores the prospects for another major step forward, the development of an open knowledge resource serving the world by understanding and serving the information needs of the Middle East. The proposed Middle East Digital Library (MEDL) demonstrates, builds on, and extends the extra value of well-developed digital assets.

