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1 “ Portrait by John Sherffius” , under “ Audio & Video: Ray Bradbury” , National  Endowment for the Arts, 

http:/ / arts.endow.gov/ av/ video/ bradbury/ bradbury.html  
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Biography 

1��

Ray Douglas Bradbury was born on August 22, 1920, in 
Waukegan, Illinois. His father, Leonard Spaulding Bradbury, 
worked as a telephone lineman. His mother was Esther Marie 
Moberg Bradbury. Bradbury had older twin brothers, Leonard 
and Samuel, who were born in 1916, and a younger sister, 
Elizabeth, born in 1926.2 

 

In 1934, the Bradbury family drove across the country to 
Los Angeles, with young Ray piling out of their jalopy at every 

stop to plunder the local library in search of L. Frank Baum's Oz books. In 1936, Bradbury 
joined a weekly Thursday-night conclave that would grow to attract such science-fiction 
legends as Robert A. Heinlein, Leigh Brackett, and future Scientology founder L. Ron 
Hubbard.  

 

In 1947,  Ray Bradbury married Marguerite McClure. They had met the previous April 
in Fowler Brothers Bookstore, where she worked—and where at first she had him pegged for 
a shoplifter: “ Once I figured out that he wasn't stealing books, that was it. I fell for him” . 3  
 

Ray Bradbury is best known for his highly imaginative science-fiction short stories and 
novels that blend social criticism with an awareness of the hazards of runaway technology. 
He published his first story in 1940 and was soon contributing widely to magazines. His first 
book of short stories, Dark Carnival (1947), was followed by The Martian Chronicles (1950), 
which is generally accounted a science-fiction classic in its depiction of materialistic Earthmen 
exploiting and corrupting an idyllic Martian civilization. Bradbury's other important short-
story collections include The Illustrated Man (1951) and The Golden Apples of the Sun (1953). 
 

Bradbury’s novels include Fahrenheit 451 (1953; filmed 1966) and Dandelion Wine (1957). 
He wrote stage plays, television scripts, and several screenplays. In the 1970s, Bradbury wrote 
several volumes of poetry, and in the 1970s and '80s he concentrated on writing children's 
stories and crime fiction.  

 
Bradbury’s short stories have been published in more than 700 anthologies. In 2007, 

the Pulitzer Prize Board awarded Bradbury a Special Citation for his distinguished career4. 
 
�����������������������������������������������������������
1 “ Ray Bradbury” , Florida Center for the Li terary Arts,  
   www.flcenterlitarts.com/ big read/ big read online press/ ray_bradbury_portrait.jpg 
 
2 Robin Anne Reid, Ray Bradbury: A Cri tical  Companion (Westport, CT: Greenwood, 2000): 1, e-book, ebrary (Database). 
 
3 “ Fahrenheit 451: About the Author: Ray Bradbury (b. 1920)” ,  National  Endowment for the Arts, The Big Read,  
   www.neabigread.org/ books/ fahrenheit451/ fahrenheit451_04.php  
�
4 “ Bradbury, Ray” , Encyclopedia Bri tannica Onl ine, academic ed.,  www.search.eb.com/ eb/ article-9016104  
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Selected M aterials Avai lable at the Bibl iotheca A lexandrina 
 
Works by the Author 
 
Print Books 
 
Short Stories  
 
Bradbury, Ray. “ Hail and Farewell” . In Out of  this World: Science Fiction and Fantasy, 
edited by Deborah H. Sussman. New York: Scholastic, 1990: 23-31.  
BA Call Number:   808.838762    O   (E) 
 
Bradbury, Ray. “ Homecoming” . In Best Black M agic Stories. Edited by John Keir Cross. 
London: Faber and Faber, [c1960]: 185-199. 
BA Call Number:   133.4   Cro   B   (B1 -- Shadi Abdel Salam Collection) 
 
Bradbury, Ray. The October Country. Illustrated by Joseph A. Mugnaini. London: Rupert 
Hart-Davis, 1956.  
BA Call Number:   813.0108   Bra   R   (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks) 
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Novels 
 
Bradbury, Ray. Fahrenhei t 451: The Temperature at which Book Paper Catches Fi re, and 
Burns. Special book club ed. Del Rey Book 34296. Science Fiction. New York: Ballantine, 1976.    
BA Call Number:   813.54    B7982   1976   (E)  
 

� � �� �� ���� � ��� �� � �
� �� � �� � �� �� ��� �	�� ����� �  ! � � � � �� � "� � �� � � � � � �� 	
 �� #$�� �
 �� � �� %� �&� 	"� ' ����� ���� � � 
 ��� � ��
� ( ( �	��

BA Call Number:   813.54   B7982f   (E) 
 
 
Plays 
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Chi ldren’s Books  
 
Bradbury, Ray. “ Besides a Dinosaur, Whatta ya Wanna Be When you Grow Up” . In The 
Ul timate Dinosaur: Past – Present – Future, edited by Byron Preiss and Robert Silverberg. 
New York: Bantam, [1993]: 220-230. 
BA Call Number:   567.9   U471   (F1 -- Young People’s Library) 
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BA Call Number:   813.54   B7982n   (F1 -- Children’s Library) 
 
 
Book Introductions 
 
Rabinowitz,  Harold, and Rob Kaplan, eds. A  Passion for Books: A Book Lover©s Treasury of  
Stories, Essays, Humor, Love and Lists on Col lecting, Reading, Borrowing, Lending, 
Caring for, and Appreciating Books. Introduction by Ray Bradbury. New York: Three Rivers 
Press, 1999.    
BA Call Number:   028.9   P288   (B4) 
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E-Books 
 
Short Stories 
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Novels 
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Poems�
 
Bradbury, Ray. “ Once Was a Year When All Was Noon” . Cal i fornia History 63, no. 1,  
(Winter 1984): 6. E-article. JSTOR (Database).� �
 
“ A Poem Written on Learning that Shakespeare and Cervantes Both Died on the Same Day” . 
Indiana Universi ty-Purdue Universi ty Indianapol is. The Center for Ray Bradbury Studies. 
www.iupui.edu/ ~crbs/ link4.html 
 
 
M iscel laneous Wri tings 
 
Bradbury, Ray. “ A Feasting of Thoughts, a Banqueting of Words: Ideas on the Theater of the 
Future” . Leonardo 28, no. 1 (1995): 47-50. E-article. JSTOR (Database).  
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Works about Ray Bradbury 
 
Print Books 
 
Bloom, Harold, ed. Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenhei t  451. New ed. Bloom’s Modern Critical 
Interpretations. New York: Bloom’s Literary Criticism, 2008. 
BA Call Number:   813.54   R26315   (E)  
 
 
E-Books 
 
Reid, Robin Anne. Ray Bradbury: A Cri ti cal  Companion. Critical Companions to Popular 
Contemporary Writers. Westport, CT: Greenwood, 2000.  E-book. Ebrary (Database). 
 
 
Articles 
 
Bould, Mark. “ Burning Too: Consuming Fahrenheit 451” . Essays and Studies (2005): 96-122.   
E-article. General OneFile (Database).  
 
Brown, Joseph F. “  �As the Constitution Says� : Distinguishing Documents in Ray Bradbury's 
FAHRENHEIT 451” . The Expl icator 67, no. 1 (Fall 2008): 55-58. E-article. General OneFile 
(Database).  
 
Connor, George E. “ Spelunking with Ray Bradbury: The A llegory of the Cave in Fahrenheit 
451.”  Extrapolation 45, 4 (Winter 2004): 408-420. E-article. General OneFile (Database).  
 
Harlow, Morgan. “ Martian Legacy: Ray Bradbury's The Martian Chronicles” . War, Li terature 
&  the Arts: An International  Journal  of  the Humani ties 17, no. 1-2 (2005): 311-314. E-article. 
Academic Search Complete (Database). 
 
Hoskinson, Kevin. “ The Martian Chronicles and 'Fahrenheit 451': Ray Bradbury's Cold War 
Novels” . Extrapolation 36, no. 4 (Winter 1995): 345-359. E-article. General OneFile (Database).  
 
McGiveron, Rafeeq O. “ Bradbury's FAHRENHEIT 451” . Expl icator 54, no. 3 (Spring 1996): 
177-180. E-article. Academic Search Complete (Database). 
 
McGiveron, Rafeeq O. “  "Do You Know the Legend of Hercules and Antaeus?" The 
Wilderness in Ray Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451.”  Extrapolation 38, 2 (Summer 1997): 102-109.   
E-article. General OneFile (Database).  
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McGiveron, Rafeeq O. “  �To Build a Mirror Factory� : The Mirror and Self-Examination in Ray 
Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451” . CRITIQUE 39, no. 3 (Spring 1998): 282-287. E-article. Academic 
Search Complete (Database). 
McGiveron, Rafeeq O. “ What "Carried the Trick"? Mass Exploitation and the Decline of 
Thought in Ray Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451“ . Extrapolation 37, no. 3 (Fall 1996): 245-256.          
E-article. General OneFile (Database).  
 
Mengeling, Marvin E. “ Ray Bradbury's Dandelion Wine: Themes, Sources, and Style” . The 
Engl ish Journal  60, no. 7 (Oct. 1971): 877-887. E-article. JSTOR (Database). 
 
Mucher, Walter J. “ Being Martian: Spatiotemporal Self in Ray Bradbury's The Martian 
Chronicles” . Extrapolation 43, no. 2 (Summer 2002):  171-188. E-article. General OneFile 
(Database).  
 
Rosenman, John B. “ The Heaven and Hell Archetype in Faulkner's "That Evening Sun" and 
Bradbury's "Dandelion Wine" “ . South A tlantic Bul letin 43, no. 2 (May 1978): 12-16. E-article. 
JSTOR (Database). 
 
Sisario, Peter. “ A Study of the A llusions in Bradbury's "Fahrenheit 451" “ . The Engl ish 
Journal  59, no. 2 (Feb 1970): 201-205, 212. E-article. JSTOR (Database). 
 
Smolla, Rodney A. “ The Life of the Mind and a Life of Meaning: Reflections on Fahrenheit 
451” . M ichigan Law Review 107, no. 6 (Apr 2009): 895-912. E-article. Academic Search 
Complete (Database). 
 
Sullivan, Anita T. “ Ray Bradbury and Fantasy” . The Engl ish Journal  61, no. 9 (Dec 1972): 
1309-1314. E-article. JSTOR (Database). 
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Bradburymedia: Reviewing the f i lm, television, radio and theatre work of  the leading 
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Audiovisual  M aterials 
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The M ovie Fahrenhei t  451 
 
 
Audiovisual  M aterials 
 
Fahrenhei t 451. Screenplay by Franc�ois Truffaut and Jean-Louis Richard. Directed by 
François Truffaut. Produced by Lewis M. A llen. Enterprise-Vineyard, 1966. DVD. Universal 
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Bould, Mark. “ Burning Too: Consuming Fahrenheit 451” . Essays and Studies (2005): 96-122.  
E-article. General OneFile (Database). 
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