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Naguib Mahfouz
(1911-2006)

Egyptian novelist and screenplay writer who was awarded the
Nobel Prize for Literature in 1988.

Naguib Mahfouz was born in Cairo in 1911. Until 1972, Mahfouz
was employed as a civil servant, first in the Ministry of Mortmain
Endowments, then as Director of Censorship in the Bureau of Art,
as Director of the Foundation for the Support of the Cinema, and,
finally, as consultant on Cultural Affairs to the Ministry of Culture.

s;"(jr ] Naguib Mahfouz began writing when he was seventeen. His first

' novel was published in 1939 and ten more were written before the
Egyptian Revolution of July 1952, when he stopped writing for several years. One novel
was republished in 1953, however, and the appearance of the Cairo Triology Bayn al
Qasrayn, Qasr al Shawq, Sukkariya" (Between-the-Palaces, Palace of Longing, Sugarhouse)
in 1957 made him famous throughout the Arab world as a depictor of traditional urban
lifte. With The Children of Gebelawi (1959), he began writing again, in a new vein that
frequently concealed political judgements under allegory and symbolism. Works of this
second period include the novels The Thief and the Dogs (1961), Autumn Quail (1962),
Small Talk on the Nile (1966), and Miramar (1967), as well as several collections of short
stories. The years since his retirement from the Egyptian bureaucracy have seen an
outburst of further creativity, much of it experimental.

He is the author of no fewer than thirty novels, more than a hundred short stories, and
more than two hundred articles. Half of his novels have been made into films which

have circulated throughout the Arabic-speaking world.?

In 1994, Islamic extremists attempted to assassinate the 82-year-old novelist by stabbing
him in the neck. He survived, but the attack left Mahfouz's writing hand paralyzed. 2

Naguib Mahfouz died on 30 August 2006.

1 “Naguib Mahfouz: The Nobel Prize in Literature 1988”, Nobelprize.org,
http:/ /nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literature/laureates /1988 /mahfouz-bio.html .

2 “Naguib Mahfouz”, in Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia, http:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahfouz .
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Naguib Mahfouz
(1911 - 2006)

Naguib Mahfouz, né le 11 décembre 1911 et mort le 30 aolt 2006, était un
écrivain égyptien contemporain de langue arabe et l'intellectuel le plus
célebre d’Egypte. Il est le lauréat du prix Nobel de littérature en 1988.

Issu d'une famille de la petite bourgeoisie cairote du quartier populaire
de Gamaliyya, il fait des études de philosophie a I'université du Caire. Sa
licence en poche, il obtient un poste de fonctionnaire. Il occupe alors,
jusqu’a sa retraite en 1971, des fonctions de direction dans les appareils
culturels étatiques.

Mahfouz commence a écrire a I'adge de 17 ans et publie sa premiere nouvelle en 1939. Ses
premiers romans sont situés dans I’'Egypte pharaonique.

Plus tard, ses romans ont pour cadre le Caire contemporain, dont il décrit les
bouleversements sociaux dans une veine réaliste. En 1952, apres avoir achevé 1'énorme
roman de plus de quinze cents pages qui deviendra la Trilogie (Impasse des deux palais, Le
Palais du désir, Le Jardin du passé), saga familiale doublée d'une fresque historique de
I'Egypte, de la révolution de 1919 aux dernieéres années de la monarchie, Mahfouz
délaisse I'écriture romanesque pour le scénario.

Il s’en détourne pourtant avec son roman suivant, Awldd hdratind (Les enfants de notre
quartier, ou Les Fils de la médina, 1959). Il y renoue en effet avec la riche tradition de la
fiction allégorique pour développer une critique des dérives autoritaires du régime de
Nasser et, au-dela, une réflexion pessimiste sur le pouvoir.

Naguib Mahfouz publie beaucoup de nouvelles dans la presse, reprises en recueils, et
prés d’un roman par an, revenant au plus pres d"un réalisme critique (Dérives sur le Nil,
1966 ; Miramar, 1967) ou dissimulant son message dans des textes a clés (Le Voleur et les
chiens, 1961 ; La Quéte, 1965). Ses grands romans réalistes sont adaptés au cinéma 1'un
apres 'autre, ce qui lui donne accés a un public incomparablement plus vaste que celui
de I'écrit.

En octobre 1988, le prix Nobel est décerné a Naguib Mahfouz. Ce prix, le premier
attribué a un écrivain arabe, lui donne accés au marché mondial : ses traductions se
comptent aujourd’hui par centaines, dans plusieurs dizaines de langues.

En octobre 1994, la polémique entourant Les Fils de la médina refait surface et Naguib
Mahfouz survit miraculeusement a une tentative d’assassinat a I’arme blanche. Depuis,
il est paralysé de la main droite et cesse d'écrire, contraint de dicter ses textes. !

1 “Naguib Mahfouz”, in Wikipedia: L'encyclopédie libre, http:/ /fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naguib_Mahfouz .
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E  Mahfouz, Naguib. “Thirteen Dreams”. Translated by Raymond Stock.
Southwest Review 92, no. 2 (Spring 2007): 159-171.
(wbly s2cl8)  InfoTrac OneFile : aadl

F  Mahfuz, Najib. Reves de convalescence. Translated by Ahmed Youssef and
Rudolf El-Kareh. Monaco: Editions du Rocher, 2004.
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D Mahfuz, Najib. Echo meines Lebens. Translated by Doris Kilias. Ziirich:
Unionsverlag, 2000.
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E  Mahfuz, Najib. Echoes of an Autobiography. Translated by Denys Johnson-
Davies. Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press, 1997.
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F  Mahfuz, Najib. Echos d'une autobiographie. Translated by Marie Francis-Saad.
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(B oo V) s siudl) 89278603 M2148  :elexinNl &

Sp Mahfuz, Najib. Ecos de Egipto: Pasajes de una vida. Translated by Maria Luisa.
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E  Mahfuz, Najib. Wedding Song. Translated by Olive E. Kenny. Edited by Mursi
Saad El-Din and John Rodenbeck. Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press,
1989.
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E  Mahfuz, Najib. Children of the Alley. Translated by Peter Theroux. New York:
Anchor Books, 1996.
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F Mahfuz, Najib. Les Fils de la médina: Roman. Translated by Jean-Patrick
Guillaume. Bibliothéque arabe. Collection Les littératures contemporaines. Paris:
Actes Sud, 1995.
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Sp Mahfuz, Najib. Hijos de nuestro barrio. Translated by D. G. Viallaescusa, P. M.
Monfort, I. Ligorvé, C. de Losada and E. Abelleira. Booket 151. Barcelona:
Martinez Roca, 1997.
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Barcelona: Edicions 62, 1989.
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D Mahfuz, Najib. Anfang und Ende. Translated by Doris Kilias. Ziirich:
Unionsverlag, 2000.
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Cat  Mahfuz, Najib. Entre dos palaus. Translated by Dolors Cinca. Les millors obres
de la literatura universal 104. Barcelona: Edicions 62, 1996.
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E  Mahfuz, Najib. Palace Walk. Translated by William M. Hutchins and Olive E.
Kenny. Cairo Trilogy 1. Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press, 2001.
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F  Mahfuz, Najib. Impasse des deux palais. Translated by Philippe Vigreux. Livre
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E  Mahfuz, Najib. Adrift on the Nile. Translated by Frances Liardet. Modern Arabic
Writing. Cairo: American University in Cairo, 2001.
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Sp  Mahfuz, Najib. Amor bajo la lluvia. Translated by Isabel Hervas Javega. Destino

libro 187/8. Biblioteca Naguib Mahfuz 8. Barcelona: Destino, 2000.
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E  Mahfuz, Najib. Respected Sir. Translated by Rasheed El-Enany. Cairo: American
University in Cairo Press, 1989.
(E oY) s sindl) 892.736 M2148re 1989 :slexiuNl &

Sp Mahfuz, Najib. Un sefior muy respetable. Translated by Maria Luisa Prieto. Ave
Fénix. Biblioteca Naguib Mahfuz 187 /5. [Barcelona]: Plaza & Janes, 1996.
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1988.
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Mahfuz, Najib. Le monde de Dieu. Translated by Marie Francis-Saad.
Bibliotheque arabe. Collection Les Littératures contemporaines. Arles: Sindbad;
Actes Sud, 2000.
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Davies. Modern Arabic Literature. Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press,
2006.
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(E V) ssisdl) 892.736 :elexun) a8

E  Mahfuz, Najib. The Beggar. Translated by Kristin Walker Henry and Nariman
Khales Naili Al-Warraki. Modern Arabic Writing. Cairo: The American University
Press, 1986.

(E o V) G sidl) 892.736 M2148be :elesia) o

F Mahfuz, Najib. Le Mendiant. Translated by Mohamed Chairet. Babel 522.
Sindbad. Arles: Actes Sud, 1997.

(E oY) s sindl)  892.736 M2148m  :elesin) 4

Sp Mahfuz, Najib. El mendigo. Ave fénix; 187/3. Barcelona: Plaza & Janés, 1996.
(E o V! s sindl) 892.736 :elein) a8

[\ ﬁ‘\_] ¢ _paa ks oﬁm‘ < Jsnd) JG—& NERTEN| d»_-;}m
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(E o= ¥ ssiwall ) 892736 M2148s :elexiul) o,

F Mahfuz, Najib. Matin de roses. Translated by Elizabeth Chehata. [Arles]: Actes
Sud; Sindbad, 1998.

(E oa ) ssinall ) 892.736 :eledinV) 8
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E  Mahfuz, Najib. The Search. Translated by Mohamed Islam. Edited by Magdi
Wahba. Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press, 2000.
(E oa ¥ susd) 892736 M2148se :slexiuNl &8

F  Mahfuz, Najib. La Quéte. Translated by France Meyer. Collection Folio 3258. Paris:
Denoél, 1997.
(E o V) ssindl) 892.736 :eledinl) a8,
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D  Mahfuz, Najib. Echnaton. Translated by Doris Kilias. Ziirich: Unionsverlag, 1999.
(E o= ¥ ssiadl ) 892736 :elesind) ad

E  Mahfuz, Najib. Akhenaten, Dweller in Truth. Translated by Tagreid Abu-
Hassabo. Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press, 2001.

(E o V) ssiwall ) 892,736 :eledinl) 8

F Mahfuz, Najib. Akhenaton le renegat. Translated by France Meyer. Collection
Folio 3391. [Paris]: Denoél, 2000.
(E oa ¥ sswsall ) 892736 M2148akh :elexiuNl &8

5P Mahfuz, Najib. Akhenatén. Translated by Angel Mestres Valero. Narrativas
historicas. Barcelona: Edhasa, 1996.
(E V) ssimall ) 892.763 M2148ak :eleiu) a8
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(E o=V ssiwd) 892736 :elesiaNl 8
F Mahfuz, Najib. La Malédiction de Ra. Translated by José M. Ruiz-Funes et Ahmed

Mostefai. Livre de poche 3343. Paris: L' Archipel, 1998.
(E oa ¥ Gsindd) 892736 :elexiul) o

Sp Mahfuz, Najib. La maldicion de Ra: Keops y la gran piramide. Translated by
Angel Mestre Valero. El Egipto de los faraones. Barcelona: Planeta DeAgostini,
1998.
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(B oo ) s sinall) 892736 :eleia) 4

F  Mahfuz, Najib. La Belle du Caire. Translated by Philippe Vigreux. Denoel &
d'ailleurs. Paris: Denoél, 2000.
(E V) s sindl) 892736 M2148bel :slexiul) 4,

Sp Mahfuz, Najib. El Cairo nuevo. El libro de bolsillo 5599. Literatura. Madrid:
Alianza, 2002.
(E oY) s sindl) 892736 :elesiul) 4
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Sp Mahfuz, Najib. El café de qushtumar. Translated by Isabel Hervas Javega. Booket
5003. Novela. Barcelona: Destino, 2001.
(E V) siudl) 892736 M2148ca :eledinl) ai

.[\‘1‘\—] ¢ paa diSa :3}\.’4&\ dyﬂ‘ JAAE NERTEN| da}m u
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D  Mahfuz, Najib. Palast der Sehnsucht. Translated by Doris Kilias. Ziirich:
Unionsverlag, 1996.

(E V) sidl) 892763 relesinl) o

E  Mahfuz, Najib. Palace of Desire. Translated by William Maynard Hutchins,
Lorne M. Kenny, and Olive E. Kenny. 1st Anchor Books ed. The Cairo Trilogy 2.
New York: Doubleday, 1992.

(E oa V) ssiwdl) 892736 M2148p  :elexuul) o

F Mahfuz, Najib. Le Palais du désir. Translated by Philippe Vigreux. Livre de poche
3141. Paris: Librairie Générale Francaise, 1987.
(E oa ¥ G sind) 892736 :elesinl) o,

Sw Mahfuz, Najib. Lingtans slott. Translated by Ingvar Rydberg. [Stockholm]: Rabén
& Sjogren, 1990.
(Qisideli —— B3 ol Gl 5 siwall) 892.736 M2148la :eleinl) A8
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F Mahfuz, Najib. Café Karnak. Translated by M. Luisa Prieto. Spain: Martinez Roca,
2001.
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Sp  Mahfuz, Najib. La batalla de Tebas: Egipto contra los hicsos. Translated by Maria
Luisa Prieto, and Muhammad al-Madkouri. Narrativas historicas Edhasa.
Barcelona: Edhasa, 1995.

(E a ) ssindl) 892736  :slesinl) ady
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Cat Mahfuz, Najib. El lladre i elsgossos. L'Eclectica 14. Alzira: Bromera, 1991.
(E oo ¥ ssisdl) 892736 M2148ITc :elesinl) o8,

E  Mahfuz, Najib. The Thief and the Dogs. Translated by Trevor Le Cassick and M.
M. Badawi. Revised by John Rodenbeck. Cairo: American University in Cairo
Press, 1999.

(E oa ¥ ssiwdl) 892736 M2148t 1999 :elexiuNl &8

F  Mahfuz, Najib. Le Voleur et les chiens. Translated by Khaled Osman.
Bibliotheque arabe. Paris: Sindbad, 1985.
(E o ¥ ssindl) 892736 :elesinl) o8,

Sp  Mahfuz, Najib. El Ladron y los Perros. 3 ed. Ave Fénix 187 /4. Biblioteca Naguib
Mahfuz 4. Barcelona: Plaza & Janés, 1998.
(B oa V) ssinadl) 892.736 :elesinl ad,
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D  Mahfuz, Najib. Die Nacht der tausend Nachte. 2. Aufl. Translated by Doris Kilias.
Ziirich: Unionsverlag, 1998.
(E oa ¥ Gsind) 892736 :elesinl) o,

E  Mahfuz, Najib. Arabian Nights and Days. Translated by Denys Johnson-Davies.
Cairo: American University in Cairo Press, 2001.
(E oa ¥ sind) 892736 :elesinl) o,
F  Mahfuz, Najib. Les Mille et Une Nuits. Translated by Maha Baaklini-Laurens.
Bibliotheque arabe. Arles: Sindbad, 1997.
(E o= ¥ ssiwdl) 89273  :elexiul) o

Gr  Maygool, Naykip. Mépeg kat voyteg tng Apapiag. Adnva: Poyoyiog, 1997.
(E oY) ssisdl) 892736 M2148ar :elexinNl 8

Sp Mahfuz, Najib. Las Noches de las Mil y una Noches. Translated by Ma. Luisa
Prieto. Ave fénix; 187 /6. Barcelona: Plaza & Janés, 1998.
(E a V) ssindl) 892736 :slesiul) ad

.[\"\‘\—] ‘HZ\.;;SA :B)AGS\ LJ‘JAS‘ NERIE W (..L}SA.A u

E  Mahfuz, Najib. Mirrors. Translated by Roger Allen. Illustrated by Seif Wanli.
Cairo: American University Press; Zeitouna Press, 1999.
(B o V) ssindl) 892.736  :elein) &

LY ¢ eae AnSa el L Ghd) al) deals cuad daging @
(E o= ¥ ssindl) 892736 M2148mal  :elesinll &8

E Mahfuz, Najib. The Harafish. Translated by Catherine Cobham. Cairo: The
American University in Cairo Press, 1994.

(E oa V) s sidl) 892736 M2148har :slexiuNl A

F Mahfuz, Najib. La chanson des gueux: Epopée. Translated by France Douvier
Meyer. Paris: Denoél; Alif, 1989.

(E a2 s sidl) 892736 M2148ch :elesiull ai,
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E Mahfuz, Najib. Miramar. Translated by Fatma Moussa Mahmoud. Edited and
revised by Maged El Kommos and John Rodenbeck. Modern Arabic Writing.
Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press, 1978.
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.[\ ‘\/\0] ¢ pae A0Sa 13 aldl ﬁﬁ}” J@ as Ll Jaging ®
(E o= ¥ ssiwd) 892736 M2148y :elesiall 8

D Mahfuz, Najib. Der letzte Tag des Prasidenten. Translated by Doris Kilias. Ziirich:
Unionsverlag, 2001.
(E oo V) s sindl) 892736 :elesinl) o

E  Mahfuz, Najib. The Day the Leader Was Killed. Translated by Malak Mashem.
Modern Arabic Writing. Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press, 2001.
(E oa ¥ ssisdl) 892736 M2148da 2001 :elexiul) a8

F Mahfuz, Najib. Le Jour de l'assassinat du leader: Roman suivi de quatre
nouvelles. Translated by André Miquel. Bibliotheque Arabe. Collection Les
Littératures contemporaines. Paris: Sindbad, 1989.

(E oa ¥ ssund) 892.736 :elexiaNl &8

Sp Mahfuz, Najib. El dia que mataron al lider. Translated by Maria Luisa Prieto.
Barcelona: Martinez Roca, 2001.
(B oa V) s simdl) 892.736  :slexinl &
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. Sp  Mahfuz, Najib. Cuentos ciertos e inciertos. Translated by Marcelino Villegas and
Maria J. Viguera. Barcelona: Circulo de Lectores, 1989.

(B ) s sinall) 892736 :elesiu) ai

= E Mahfuz, Najib. Naguib Mahfouz: One-Act Plays 1. Translated by Nehad Selaiha.
Cairo: General Egyptian Book Organization, 1989.

(B o V) Gsindl) 89272 :elesia) 4

® D Mahfuz, Najib. Die segensreiche Nacht. Translated by Hartmut Fahndrich and
Wiebke Walther. Ziirich: Unionsverlag, 1994.

(E o=V sind) 892.736 :elesinl) o8,

® E  Mahfuz, Najib. The Time and the Place and Other Stories. Translated by Denys
Johnson-Davies. Modern Arabic Writing. Cairo: The American University in Cairo
Press, 1995.

(B oY) s sisall) 892736 M2148ti 1995 :slesinl o

® F  Mahfuz, Najib. Le vieux quartier et autres nouvelles. Translated by Marie Francis-
Saad. Regards croisés. La Tour d'Aigues: Editions de 1'Aube, 2001.

(E o=V sind) 892736 M2148v  :elexiul) b
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