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The Middle Ages are the period in European history from the collapse of Roman
civilization in the 5th century AD to the period of the Renaissance (variously interpreted as beginning
in the 13th, 14th, or 15th century, depending on the region of Europe and on other factors). This
period was also called “The Dark Ages”, since it was marked by frequent warfare and a virtual
disappearance of urban life. Though sometimes taken to derive its meaning from the fact that little
was then known about the period, the term's more usual and pejorative sense is of a period of
intellectual darkness and barbarity.!

Medieval Theatre refers to the theatre of Europe between the fall of the Western Roman
Empire and the beginning of the Renaissance. Most medieval theatre is not well documented due to a
lack of surviving records and texts, a low literacy rate of the general population, and the opposition
of the clergy to some types of performance. At the beginning of the Middle Ages, the Roman Catholic
Church banned theatrical performances, mostly as an attempt to curb the excesses of the Roman
theatre.

In the tenth century, the liturgical drama was born in the Quem Quaeritis? This Latin kernal is
based on the story from the New Testament in which Mary Magdalene and her companions discover
Christ's empty tomb, and it was performed in the church or cathedral at Easter time. Eventually,
liturgical drama would encompass many stories from many parts of the Bible and be performed at
diverse times of the year, according to local custom.

By about 1250, however, the plays would move outdoors into the churchyard and into open
tields, town squares, or the city streets. As geographically further from the church, the clergy had less
control over the content. The plays were also presented in the local vernacular languages, instead of
in Latin, as was the mass. This allowed the message of the Bible to be more accessible to the illiterate
audience. These new plays in the vernacular based on Bible stories are called mystery plays. In
England, they would sometimes be performed in day-long festivals (often during Corpus Christi) in
groups of dozens of plays that traveled through town on wagons. Mystery plays were also written
about the lives and miracles of saints, especially the Virgin Mary.

By the late medieval period, several genres had developed in theatre. Morality plays, such as
Everyman, personified Christian virtues and vices as they battled with one another for control of a
mortal's soul. These plays were explicitly designed to teach a moral and improve the behavior of their
audience.

Secular plays in this period existed, although documentation is not as extensive. Farces were
popular, and the earliest known vernacular farce was the French Le garcon et I'aveugle ("The Boy and
the Blind Man"), dating from the thirteenth century. In England, Robin Hood plays were popular, and
all over Europe interludes with simple plotlines were performed at various social functions. Secular
dramas were usually performed in winter indoors, and were often associated with schools,
universities, and nobility, who would have the resources, time, and space to perform organized

plays.2

1 “Middle Ages (European History)”, Encyclopedia Britannica Online (Database),
www.britannica.com/EBchecked /topic/380873 /Middle-Ages

2 “Medieval Theater”, Wikipedia, http:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval theatre
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Books:

Beadle, Richard, ed. The Cambridge Companion to Medieval English Theatre. Cambridge
Companions to Literature. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994.
BA Call Number: 792.09420902 C1781 (B3 -- Arts & Multimedia Library)

Catedra, Pedro M. Liturgia, poesia y teatro en la edad media: Estudios sobre practicas
culturales y literarias. Biblioteca roménica hispédnica 2. Estudios y ensayos 444. [Madrid]:
Gredos, 2005.

BA Call Number: 860.9002 C959 (E)

Cawley, Arthur C,, et al. The Revels History of Drama in English. Vol. 1. Medieval Drama.
Edited by Lois Potter. London: Routledge, 1983.
BA Call Number: 822.009 R (E)

Coldewey, John C., ed. Early English Drama: An Anthology. Garland Reference Library of
the Humanities. New York: Garland, 1993.
BA Call Number: 822.208 E123 (E)

Dillon, Janette. Language and Stage in Medieval and Renaissance England. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1998.
BA Call Number: 822.209 Dil L (E)

Dronke, Peter, tr. Nine Medieval Latin Plays. Cambridge Medieval Classics 1. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1994.
BA Call Number: 872.03080382 N (E)

Enders, Jody. Rhetoric and the Origins of Medieval Drama. Rhetoric Society. Ithaca:
Cornell University Press, 1992.
BA Call Number: 809.202 End R (E)

Evans, Benjamin Ifor. “The Origins, Miracles, Moralities, Interludes”. Chap. 2 in A Short
History of English Drama. [Rev. library ed.]. London: Staples Press, [1950].
BA Call Number: 822.009 E9242 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Everyman: With an Introduction, a Guide, Notes and a Glossary. York Classics. Beirut:
York Press, 1989.
BA Call Number: 822 E (E)

"Everyman", with Other Interludes, Including Eight Miracle Plays. Everyman's Library
381. Poetry & Drama. London: J. M. Dent; New York: E. P. Dutton, 1917.
BA Call Number: 822.2 E936 (B2 --Rare Books -- Closed Stacks)
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Frappier, Jean, et André-Marie Gossart. Le Théatre comique au moyen age: Textes et
traductions, avec une notice historique et littéraire, des notes explicatives, une
documentation thématique, des jugements, un questionnaire et des sujets de devoirs.

Nouveaux classiques Larousse. [Paris]: Larousse, [1972].
BA Call Number: 842 F838 (E)

Gauvin, Claude. Un Cycle du théatre religieux anglais du Moyen Age: Le Jeu de la ville de
"N". Collection le Checeur des Muses. Paris: Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique,
1973.

BA Call Number: 822.051609 G277 (E)

Harris, John Wesley. Medieval Theatre in Context: An Introduction. London: Routledge,
1992.
BA Call Number: 792.0940902 H3131 (B3 -- Arts & Multimedia Library)

Hrotsvitha. The Plays of Hrotswitha of Gandersheim. Translated by Larissa Bonfante.
Wauconda, IL: Bolchazy-Carducci, 2000.
BA Call Number: 872.03 Hro P (E)

Kelly, Henry Ansgar. Ideas and Forms of Tragedy from Aristotle to the Middle Ages.
Cambridge Studies in Medieval Literature 18. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993.
BA Call Number: 809.2512 (E)

Van Dijk, Hans. “The Drama Texts in the Van Hulthem Manuscript”. Pt. 7 Chap. 16 in
Medieval Dutch Literature in its European Context, edited by Erik Kooper. Cambridge
Studies in Medieval Literature 21. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994.

BA Call Number: 839.3109001 M (E)

Muir, Lynette R. The Biblical Drama of Medieval Europe. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1997.
BA Call Number: 809.2516 Mui B (E)

Nicoll, Allardyce. “Religious Drama and Profane during the Middle Ages”. Pt. 2 in World
Drama from ZEschylus to Anouilh. London: Harrap, [1951].
BA Call Number: 809.2 N645 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Pollard, Alfred, ed. English Miracle Plays, Moralities and Interludes: Specimens of the
Pre-Elizabethan Drama. 8th ed., rev. Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1950.
BA Call Number: 822.108 E583 1950 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

Richardson, Christine, and Jackie Johnston. Medieval Drama. English Dramatists.
Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1991.
BA Call Number: 822.109 Ric M (E)
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Roberti, Jean-Claude, tr. “Les Voyageurs russes et le théatre”. Chap. 4 in Fétes et spectacles
de I'ancienne Russie. Paris: Centre national de la recherche scientifique, 1980.
BA Call Number: 394.40947 F (B2)

Simon, Eckehard, ed. The Theatre of Medieval Europe: New Research in Early Drama.
Cambridge Studies in Medieval Literature 9. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995.
BA Call Number: 809.202 T (E)

Teatro inglese del medioevo e del rinascimento. Translated by Sergio Baldi et al. Edited by
Agostino Lombardo. Firenze: Sansoni, 1963.
BA Call Number: 822.308 T2539 (E)

Tydeman, William, ed. The Medieval European Stage, 500-1550. Theatre in Europe.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001.
BA Call Number: 792.0940902 M4899 (B3 -- Arts & Multimedia Library)

Wickham, Glynne William Gladstone. The Medieval Theatre. 3r4 ed. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1995.
BA Call Number: 792.094 W6371 1987 (B3 -- Arts & Multimedia Library)

Lol sl Sage B oo« Al Jual sl g £8MAY) s el s @ Jaeall s e 1Jsa¥h s Lo il
(USU Aalal) G paall Liggl) . e 1 alE) L D S GV L G O deal daal e L hla Cay pdl dea LA Salady)

.32-15:1999
BA Call Number: 822.009 i . (E)

1969 ¢ oall Sl s 1 _alal s e Sl 3L A5l g Al s dael) jgeanl) Bz s s I ae (aa
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E-Books:

Cox, John D. The Devil and the Sacred in English Drama, 1350-1642. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2000. ebrary Reader e-book. ebrary (Database).

Frappier, Jean, et André-Marie Gossart. Le Théatre comique au moyen age: Textes et
traductions, avec une notice historique et littéraire, des notes explicatives, une
documentation thématique, des jugements, un questionnaire et des sujets de devoirs.
Nouveaux classiques Larousse. [Paris]: Larousse, [1972]. E-book. Digital Assets Repository
(DAR) (Database).

http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/#BookDetailsByBibID-310925

Grantley, Darryll. English Dramatic Interludes, 1300-1580: A Reference Guide. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2004. ebrary Reader e-book. ebrary (Database).

Lintilhac, Eugéne. Histoire générale du théatre en France. Vol . 1. Le Théatre sérieux du
moyen-age. Paris: E. Flammarion, 1904. Online e-book. Bibliothéque nationale de France.
http:/ /gallica?.bnf.fr/ark: /12148 /bpt6k1092008.r=.langEN [accessed 6 Oct 2008]

Petit de Julleville, Louis. Répertoire du théatre comique en France au moyen age: Histoire
du théatre en France. Paris: L. Cerf, 1886. Online e-book. Bibliotheque nationale de France.
http:/ /gallica2.bnf.fr/ark: /12148 /bpt6k210027z.r=.langEN [accessed 6 Oct 2008]

Sepet, Marius. Le Drame religieux au Moyen Age. Paris: Bloud, 1903. Online e-book.
Bibliotheque nationale de France.
http:/ /gallica?.bnf.fr/ark: /12148 /bpt6k679967.r=.langEN [accessed 6 Oct 2008]

Sepet, Marius. Les Prophétes du Christ: Etude sur les origines du théatre au Moyen age.
Paris: Didier, 1878. Online e-book. Bibliotheque nationale de France.
http:/ /gallica?.bnf.fr/ark: /12148 /bpt6k2043716.r=.langEN [accessed 6 Oct 2008]

Sponsler, Claire. Drama and Resistance: Bodies, Goods and Theatricality in Late Medieval
England. Medieval Cultures 10. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1997. ebrary
Reader e-book. ebrary (Database).

Teatro inglese del medioevo e del rinascimento. Translated by Sergio Baldi et al. Edited by
Agostino Lombardo. Firenze: Sansoni, 1963. Digital Assets Repository (DAR) (Database).
http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/#BookDetailsByBibID-317528
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http://gallica2.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k210027z.r=.langEN
http://gallica2.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k679967.r=.langEN
http://gallica2.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k2043716.r=.langEN
http://dar.bibalex.org/#BookDetailsByBibID-317528&rootsearch=11&

Ward, Adolphus William, et al., eds. The Cambridge History of English and American
Literature. Vol. 5. The Drama to 1642. Pt. 1. Edited by Adolphus William Ward and Alfred
Rayney Waller. New York: G. P. Putnam; Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 1907-21.
Online e-book. New York: Bartleby.com, 2000.

www.bartleby.com/215/index.html
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(&bl 32218) Digital Assets Repository (DAR) . 2y i) s
http:/ / dar.bibalex.org/#BookDetailsByBibID-257734
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http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/#BookDetailsByBibID-81353

Bibliographies:

“Medieval Drama”. University of Victoria. Internet Shakespeare Editions.
http:/ /ise.uvic.ca/Library/SLT/reference/bmedieval.html [Accessed 29 September 2008]

“Medieval English Drama”. University of Rochester. River Campus Libraries.
www.lib.rochester.edu/ CAMELOT /playbib.htm [accessed 6 Oct 2008]
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Articles:

Agan, Cami D. “The Platea in the York and Wakefield Cycles: Avenues for Liminality and
Salvation”. Studies in Philology 94, no. 3 (Summer 97): 344-367. PDF e-article. Academic
Search Complete (Database).

Clopper, Lawrence. “Tyrants and Villains: Characterization in the Passion Sequences of the
English Cycle Plays”. Modern Language Quarterly 41, no. 1 (Mar 1980): 3-20. PDF e-article.
Academic Search Complete (Database).

Cochran, Carol M. “Flyting in the Mystery Plays”. Theatre Journal 31, no. 2 (May 1979):
186-197. E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Dane, Joseph A. “Ms, Text, Allusion: The Critical Description of Medieval Drama with
Particular Reference to the Innsbruck Easterplay (1391)”. The Germanic Review 57, no. 4
(Fall 82): 157-162. PDF e-article. Academic Search Complete (Database).

Hoskin, Philippa. “The Accounts of the Medieval Paternoster Gild of York”. Northern
History 44, no. 1 (Mar 2007): 7-33. PDF e-article. Academic Search Complete (Database).

Knight, Alan E. “The Condemnation of Pleasure in Late Medieval French Morality Plays”.
The French Review 57, no. 1 (Oct 1983): 1-9. E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Matthews, Brander. “The Medieeval Drama”. Modern Philology 1, no. 1 (Jun 1903): 71-94.
E-article. JSTOR (Database).

McCutchan, ]J. Wilson. “Justice and Equity in the English Morality Play”. Journal of the
History of Ideas 19, no. 3 (Jun 1958): 405-410. E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Meyers, Walter. “Typology and the Audience of the English Cycle Plays”. Studies in the
Literary Imagination 8, no. 1 (Spring 1975): 145-158. PDF e-article. Academic Search
Complete (Database).

Parker, Alexander A. “Notes on the Religious Drama in Medieval Spain and the Origins of
the “Auto Sacramental” “. The Modern Language Review 30, no. 2 (Apr 1935): 170-182.
E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Pearson, Lu Emily. “Isolable Lyrics of the Mystery Plays”. English Literary History (ELH) 3,
no. 3 (Sep 1936): 228-252. E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Pineas, Rainer. “The English Morality Play as a Weapon of Religious Controversy”. Studies
in English Literature, 1500-1900 2, no. 2, Elizabethan and Jacobean Drama (Spring 1962):
157-180. E-article. JSTOR (Database).
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Reynolds, Roger E. “The Drama of Medieval Liturgical Processions”. Revue de Musicologie,
no. 1 (2000): 127-142. E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Runnals, Graham A. “The Medieval Actors’ Roles Found in the Fribourg Archives”.
Pluteus: Periodico annuale di filologia 4-5 (1986-1987): 5-67.
http:/ /toisondor.byu.edu/fmddp/roles/fribourg.html [accessed 6 Oct 2008]

Smoldon, W. L. “Medieval Church Drama and the Use of Musical Instruments”. The
Musical Times 103, no. 1438 (Dec 1962): 836-840. E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Stevens, Martin. “Illusion and Reality in the Medieval Drama”. College English 32, no. 4 (Jan
1971): 448-464. E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Sturges, Robert S. “Spectacle and Self-Knowledge: The Authority of the Audience in the
Mystery Plays”. South Central Review 9, no. 2 (Summer 1992): 27-48. E-article. JSTOR
(Database).

Wallace, Robin. “The Role of Music in Liturgical Drama: A Revaluation”. Music & Letters
65, no. 3 (Jul 1984): 219-228. JSTOR (Database).

Wertz, Dorothy. “Conflict Resolution in the Medieval Morality Plays”. The Journal of
Conflict Resolution 13, no. 4 (Dec 1969): 438-453. E-article. JSTOR (Database).

Wertz, Dorothy. “Mankind as a Type-Figure on the Popular Religious Stage: An Analysis of
the Fifteenth-Century English Morality Plays”. Comparative Studies in Society and History
12, no. 1 (Jan 1970): 83-91. E-article. JSTOR (Database).
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Audiovisual Materials:

Homenatge al Misteri d'Elx: Drama sagrat per la Festa de 1’Assumpioé de la Verge: La
vespra. Composed by Cristobal de Morales, Juan Vasquez, and Tomads Luis de Victoria.
Edited by Jordi Savall. Audio-CD. [Bellaterra, Spain]: Alia Vox, 2004.

BA Call Number: ACD 775 (B3 -- Arts & Multimedia Library -- Closed Stacks)

Web Resources:

“From Stage to Page: Medieval & Renaissance Drama”. The University of Maine at
Machias.

www.umm.maine.edu/faculty /necastro/drama/ [accessed 6 Oct 2008]

“Medieval French Theater”. The University of Tennessee at Martin.
www.utm.edu/staff/ globeg/medtheat.shtml [accessed 6 October 2008]

“Medieval Theatre”. TheatreHistory.com.
www.theatrehistory.com/medieval [accessed 6 Oct 2008]

“Middle English Plays”. Luminarium: Anthology of English Literature.
www.luminarium.org/medlit/plays.htm [accessed 6 Oct 2008]

“Moralities and Mysteries”. University of Victoria. Internet Shakespeare Editions.
http:/ /internetshakespeare.uvic.ca/Library/SLT/drama/moralitiessubj.html
[accessed 6 Oct 2008]

“Records of Early English Drama (REED) ”. University of Toronto Libraries.
http:/ /link.library.utoronto.ca/reed/ [accessed 6 October 2008]
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Online Plays:

“The Castle of Perseverance”. Based on an acting edition prepared by David M. Parry.
Edited by Alexandra F. Johnston. University of Toronto. Computing in the Humanities and
Social Sciences (CHASS).

www.chass.utoronto.ca/~ajohnsto/cascomp.html [accessed 6 Oct 2008]

“Cinquante-deux miracles de Notre-Dame extraits du Rosarius”. Université d'Ottawa.

www.uottawa.ca/academic/arts/lfa/activites/textes / miracles-notre-
dame/Rosarius/rsrsMND.html [accessed 6 Oct 2008]

D'Arras, Courtois. “Courtois D'Arras”. In Courtois d'Arras; Jeu du XlIle siecle, edited by
Edmond Faral. Paris: Champion, 1922. Deuxieme édition revue. Online e-book. Indiana
University.

www.indiana.edu/~librcsd /resource/ france/annexe/arras.html [accessed 6 Oct 2008]

D'Arras, Courtois. “Li Lais de Courtois”. L’Encyclopédie médiévale.
www.medievalenfrance.com/site/texte/courtoisdarras/1.htm [accessed 6 Oct 2008]

Everyman. By John Skot. Edited by Walter Wilson Greg. Louvain: Uystpruyst,1904. Online
e-book. The University of Oregon. Renascence Editions, 1999.
http:/ /darkwing.uoregon.edu/ % 7Erbear/everyman.html [accessed 6 Oct 2008]

Everyman. Edited by Arthur C. Cawley. Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1961.
Online e-book. University of Michigan Library, 1993.

http:/ /quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=cme;cc=cme;view=toc;idno=Everyman
[accessed 6 Oct 2008]

“Everyman”. University of Virginia Library.
http:/ /etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/ AnoEver.html [accessed 6 Oct 2008]

"Everyman", with Other Interludes, Including Eight Miracle Plays. Everyman's Library.
Poetry and Drama 381. London: J. M. Dent; New York: E. P. Dutton, 1914. E-book. Project
Gutenberg.

www.gutenberg.org/etext/19481 [accessed 6 Oct 2008]

“Farce moralisée”. In Nouveau recueil de farces francaises des XVe et XVlIe siécles, publié
d'apres un volume unique appartenant a la Bibliothéque Royale de Copenhague, edited
by Emile Picot and Christophe Nyrop. Paris: Damascéne Morgand & Charles Fatout, 1880.
Online e-book. Indiana University.

www.indiana.edu/~librcsd /resource/ france/annexe/farce.html [accessed 6 Oct 2008]
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