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Sophocles was the younger contemporary of Aeschylus and the older 
contemporary of Euripides. He was born at Colonus, a village outside the walls 
of Athens, where his father, Sophillus, was a wealthy manufacturer of armour. 
Sophocles himself received a good education. Because of his beauty of physique, 
his athletic prowess, and his skill in music, he was chosen in 480, when he was 
16, to lead the paean (choral chant to a god) celebrating the decisive Greek sea 
victory over the Persians at the Battle of Salamis. The relatively meagre 
information about Sophocles' civic life suggests that he was a popular favourite 
who participated actively in his community and exercised outstanding artistic 
talents. In 442 he served as one of the treasurers responsible for receiving and 
managing tribute money from Athens' subject-allies in the Delian League. In 440 
he was elected one of the 10 strategoi (high executive officials who commanded 
the armed forces) as a junior colleague of Pericles. Sophocles later served as 
strategos perhaps twice again. In 413, then aged about 83, Sophocles was a 
proboulos, one of 10 advisory commissioners who were granted special powers 
and were entrusted with organizing Athens' financial and domestic recovery 
after its terrible defeat at Syracuse in Sicily. Sophocles' last recorded act was to 
lead a chorus in public mourning for his deceased rival, Euripides, before the 
festival of 406. He died that same year.1 

 

 

                                                      

1 "Sophocles", Encyclopædia Britannica Online, www.britannica.com/eb/article-9109862  
 



 

080308                   Bibliotheca Alexandrina                     Compiled by Ahmed Ghazi & Hadir Ashraf 

�
�
�
�
�
�

Selected Materials Available at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina 

 

Books by the Author: 

Aeschylus. Translated by Geoffrey Montagu Cookson. Sophocles. Translated by 
Richard Claverhouse Jebb. Euripides. Translated by Edward Philip Coleridge. 
Aristophanes. Translated by Benjamin Bickley Rogers. Great Books of the Western 
World 5. Chicago: Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1952. 
BA Call Number:   882   A253   (B4 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks) 
 
Sophocles. The Ajax of Sophocles. Commentary by Richard C. Jebb, abridged by A. C. 
Pearson. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1936. 
BA Call Number:    882.01   S712aja   (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks) 
 
Sophocles. Antigone; The Women of Trachis; Philoctetes; Oedipus at Colonus. Edited 
and translated by Hugh Lloyd-Jones. The Loeb Classical Library 21. Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University Press, 1994. 
BA Call Number:   089.81   (B4) 
 
Sophocles. Dramas. Translated by George Young. Everyman's Library. Classical 114. 
London: J. M. Dent; New York: E. P. Dutton [1941]. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   S712dr   (B2 -- Special Collections -- Hamed Said) 
 
Sophocles. Fabulae. Commentary by Hugh Lloyd-Jones and Nigel Guy Wilson. Oxford 
Classical Texts. Oxonii: E Typographeo Clarendoniano; New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1990. 
BA Call Number:   089.81   S712f   (B4) 
 
Sophocles. Fragments. Edited and translated by Hugh Lloyd-Jones. The Loeb Classical 
Library 483. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1996. 
BA Call Number:   089.81   (B4) 
 
Sophocles. Oedipe roi . Edited and translated by A. Dain and P. Mazon. Librio 30. Paris: 
J'ai Lu, 1994. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   (E) 
 
Sophocles. Oedipus at Colonus. Translated by Gilbert Murray. London: George Allen & 
Unwin, 948. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   S712o   (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks) 
 
Sophocles. The Oedipus Plays of Sophocles: Oedipus the King; Oedipus at Colonus; 
Antigon. Translated by Paul Roche. A Mentor Classic 238. New York: New American 
Library, 1958. 
BA Call Number:   882.02   (B1 -- Shady Abdel Salam Collection)  
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Sophocles. Oedipus Rex. Edited by Roger David Dawe. Cambridge Greek and Latin 
Classics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982. 
BA Call Number:   089.81   (B4) 
 
Sophocles. Oedipus the King. Translated by Bernard MacGregor Walker Knox. New 
York: Washington Square Press, [1959]. 
BA Call Number:   882   (B1 -- Shady Abdel Salam Collection) 
 
Sophocles. Oeuvres. Edited by Alphonse Dain. Translated by Paul Mazon. 7e tirage rev. 
et corr. Vol. 1, 2. Collection des universités de France. Paris: Les Belles Lettres, 1994. 
BA Call Number :   089.81    S712 1994   (B4) 
 
Sophocles. Philoctetes. Edited by Thomas Bertram Lonsdale. Webster. Cambridge Greek 
and Latin Classics Cambridge. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1974. 
BA Call Number:   089.81   (B4) 
 
Sophocles. Sophocles: The Seven Plays in English Verse. The World's Classics 116. 
London: Oxford University Press: H. Milford, 1949. 
BA Call Number:   882.01 ´ S712so   (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks) 
 
Sophocles. Sophocles. Translated by Francis Storr. Loeb Classical Library 20, 21. 
London: W. Heinemann; New York: G. P. Putnam's, 1924.  
BA Call Number:   882.01   S712s   (B2 -- Special Collections -- Ain Shams University) 
 
Sophocles. Sophocles' Dramas. Translated by George Young. Everyman's Library. 
Classical 114. London: J. M. Dent; New York: E. P. Dutton, 1953. 
BA Call Number:    882.01   S712   (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks) 
 
Sophocles. Sophoclis Ajax. Edited by Roger David Dawe. 3rd ed. Bibliotheca Scriptorum 
Graecorum et Romanorum Teubneriana 1810. Stuttgart: B.G. Teubner, 1996. 
BA Call Number:   089.81   (B4) 
 
Sophocles. Sophoclis Antigone. Edited by Roger David Dawe. 3rd ed. Bibliotheca 
Scriptorum Graecorum et Romanorum Teubneriana 1811. Stuttgart: B. G. Teubner, 1996. 
BA Call Number:   089.81   (B4) 
 
Sophocles. Sophoclis Electra. Edited by Roger David Dawe. 3rd ed. Bibliotheca 
Scriptorum Graecorum et Romanorum Teubneriana 1812. Stuttgart: B. G. Teubner, 1996. 
BA Call Number:   089.81   (B4) 
 
Sophocles. Sophoclis Oedipus Rex. Edited by Roger David Dawe. 3rd ed. Bibliotheca 
Scriptorum Graecorum et Romanorum Teubneriana 1813. Stuttgart: B.G. Teubner, 1996. 
BA Call Number:   089.81   (B4) 
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Sophocles. Sophoclis Oedipus Coloneus. Edited by Roger David Dawe. 3rd ed. 
Bibliotheca Scriptorum Graecorum et Romanorum Teubneriana 1814. Stuttgart: B. G. 
Teubner, 1996. 
BA Call Number:   089.81   (B4) 
 
Sophocles. Sophoclis Trachiniae. Edited by Roger David Dawe. 3rd ed. Bibliotheca 
Scriptorum Graecorum et Romanorum Teubneriana 1816. Stuttgart: B. G. Teubner, 1996. 
BA Call Number:   089.81   (B4) 
 
Sophocles. Théâtre complet. Translated by Robert Pignarre. Paris: GF-Flammarion, 1964. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   S712   (B2 -- Special Collections – Abdelrahman Badawi) 
 
Sophocles. Théâtre de Sophocle: Ajax; Electre; Œdipe roi; Œdipe à Colone; Antigone; 
Les Trachiniennes; Philoctète. Translated by Louis Humbert. Chefs-d'œuvre de la 
littérature grecque. Paris: Garnier, 1883. 
BA Call Number:   882.2   S712   (B2 -- Rare Books) 
 
Sophocles. The Theban Plays: King Oedipus, Oedipus at Colonus, Antigone. 
Translated by E. F. Watling. Penguin Classics 3. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1953. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   S712th   (B4 -- Closed Stacks) 
 
Sophocles. The Three Theban Plays. Translated by Robert Fagles. Annotated by 
Bernard Knox. New York: Viking Press, 1982. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   (E) 
 
Sophocles. Trachiniae. Edited by P. E. Easterling. Cambridge Greek and Latin Classics. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   (E) 
 
Sophocles. Tragedias. Edited and translated by Ignacio Errandonea. Colección hispanica 
de autores griegos y latinos. Madrid: Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cientficas, 
1984-1991. 
BA Call Number:   089.81   (B4) 
 
Sophocles. Tragédies: Théâtre complet: Les Trachiniennes, Antigone, Ajax, Oedipe 
Roi, Electre, Philoctète, Oedipe à Colone. Translated by Paul Mazon. Annotated by 
René Langumier. Collection Folio Classique 360. Paris: Gallimard, 1994. 
BA Call Number:   882.2   S712t   (B2 -- Special Collections -- Abdelrahman Badawi) 
 
Sophocles. ����. Translated by Tasos Rousos. ������ ����	
�� 
���������. ����	��. 
Athens: ������, 1992. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   S712aj   (B2 -- Special Collections -- Parliament of Greece) 
 
Sophocles. �����	�
. Translated by K. X. Myris Georgousopoulos. ������ ����	
�� 

���������. ����	��. ���	�: ������, 1994. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   S712an   (B2 -- Special Collections -- Parliament of Greece) 
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Sophocles. �����	�
; ��
����; ����. Translated by K. Manos, K. Tamvakis, and 
Zesimos Sideris. �
��
����� ������	 ���������	 6. ���	�: �.  ����!"�����, [19--]. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   A6298   (B2 -- Special Collections -- Parliament of Greece) 
 
Sophocles. ��
����. Translated by George Xeimonas. 5th ed. ���	�: ��#��	
$��, 2002. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   S712e   2002     
                                  (B2 -- Special Collections -- Parliament of Greece) 
 
Sophocles. ��
����. Translated by K. X. Myris Georgousopoulos. ������ ����	
�� 

���������. ����	��.  ���	�: ������, 1992. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   S712e  1992    
                                  (B2 -- Special Collections -- Parliament of Greece) 
 
Sophocles. �� ��������� ��� ������
���. Translated by Ioannes N. Grypares. Vol. 1. 
���	�: �
��
�"�����	 ��� "�#����", 2001. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   S712sop   2001   (B2 - Special Collection) 
 
Sophocles. �������� ���������; �������� ��� ������. Translated by G. Themelis 
and K. Thrakiotis. �
��
����� ������	 ���������	. ���	�: �.  ����!"�����, [19--]. 
BA Call Number:   882.01    S712o   (B2 -- Special Collections -- Parliament of Greece) 
 
Sophocles. O������� ���������. Translated by Tasos Roussos. Athens: ������, 1993. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   S712oi    
                                  (B2 -- Special Collections – National Library of Greece) 
 
Sophocles. O������� ��� ������. Translated by Tasos Roussos. Athens: ������, 1993. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   S712oe   (B2 -- Special Collections -- Parliament of Greece) 
 
Sophocles. �������� ��������; ������� ��� ������; �����	�
. Translated by 
Stamates Valsamakes. ���	�: �%�	���, 19--?. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   S712oid (B2 -- Special Collections -- Parliament of Greece) 
 
Sophocles. ��������
�. Translated by K. Kouravelos. �
��
����� ������	 
���������	 22. Athens: �.  ����!"����� , [199-]. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   S712ph   (B2 -- Special Collections -- Parliament of Greece) 
 
Sophocles. ��������
�. Translated by Tasos Rousos. ������ ����	
�� 
���������. 
����	��. Athens: ������, 1991. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   S712ph   1991    
                                  (B2 -- Special Collections -- Parliament of Greece) 
 
Sophocles. ���������. Translated by Tasos Roussos. ������ ����	
�� 
���������. 
����	��. Athens: ������, 1992. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   S712t    
                                  (B2 -- Special Collections -- National Library of Greece) 
 

��
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 ������
�	� ������	�
���
���������������� �������������
������ !"#���

BA Call Number:   882.01   S712a���(E)�

�

������� ������� � ����	��� 	������ �
� � ����������� ����	� 
��� 
������ ������ �$��%������� &���'��#(� �$��

����)������*�������������#+��� �������� �������������
������ !"+���

BA Call Number:   882.01   S712u���(E) 

�

������������� � ������ ����	� 
��� ������ �������� � ��	����(+� ���,����� �� ���'��� ���- ���� ���.���/ ��0����

�12����3�4 ���������&5�'�������56������12�� !7"���

BA Call Number:   882.01   S712ud���(E)�

 

��������� ���
���
 ��������� �����
���������5�$�	�����5�8 �� ���2�2������ ����������� � �� ���5������.���

12����� ����������5�'����� !!7���

BA Call Number:   882.01   S712tr ���(E)��

 

��������� ��� �����������������������������96�$��	� ���,����� ��- �� �� / ��0���� �2���� ���������12����

 !#!���

BA Call Number:   882.01   (B2 -- Special Collections -- Abdelrahman Badawi) 

 

��������� � ����!��������������	�&���
�������$��%�������&���'��+7��$������)������*���. ��������

 ��� �������� ���������������
���� !" ���

BA Call Number:   882.01   S712n ���(E) 
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Books about the Author: 

Blundell, Mary Whitlock. Helping Friends and Harming Enemies: A Study in 
Sophocles and Greek Ethics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   (E) 
 
Budelmann, Felix. The Language of Sophocles: Communality, Communication, and 
Involvement. Cambridge Classical Studies. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University 
Press, 2000. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   (E) 
 
Campbell, Lewis. Paralipomena Sophoclea: Supplementary Notes on the Text and 
Interpretation of Sophocles. Hildesheim: Georg Olms, 1969. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   (E) 
 
Ellendt, Friederich. Lexicon Sophocleum: Adhibitis veterum interpretum 
explicationibus, grammaticorum notationibus, recentiorum doctorum commentariis. 
Hildesheim: Georg Olms, 1986.  
BA Call Number:   882.01   (B4 -- References) 
 
Goward, Barbara. Telling Tragedy: Narrative Technique in Aeschylus, Sophocles and 
Euripides. London: Duckworth, 1999. 
BA Call Number:   882.0109   (E) 
 
Hoffmann, Georges. Oedipe roi. Paris: Presses Universitaires, 1990. 
BA Call Number:   882.2   H7115   (B2 -- Special Collections -- Abdelrahman Badawi) 
 
Jalali, R. K. Antigone. New Delhi: Arti Book Center, 1980. 
BA Call Number:    882.01   (E) 
 
Lall, Ramji.  Sophocles: Oedipus Rex: A Critical Study. 10th ed. New Delhi: Rama, 
1993. 
BA Call Number:    882.01   L196   1993   (E) 
 
Reinhardt, Karl. Sophocle. Translated by Emmanuel Martineau. Paris: Editions de 
Minuit, 1971. 
BA Call Number:   882.2   R369   (B2 -- Special Collections – Abdelrahman Badawi) 
 
Knox, Bernard MacGregor Walker. The Heroic Temper: Studies in Sophoclean 
Tragedy. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1983. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   K741   (E) 
 
Segal, Charles. Sophocles' Tragic World: Divinity, Nature, Society. Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University Press, 1995. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   (E) 
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Sheppard, John Tresidder. Aeschylus & Sophocles: Their Work and Influence. Our 
Debt to Greece and Rome. London: William Heinemann, [19--]. 
BA Call Number:   882    S5491   (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks) 
 

Sheppard, John Tresidder. The Wisdom of Sophocles: An Essay. Interpreter Series. 
London: G. Allen & Unwin, 1947. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   S5491���(B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks) 
 
Wilkins, John, and Matthew Macleod. Sophocles' Antigone & Oedipus the King: A 
Commentary Based on the English Translation of Robert Fagles. Classical Studies 
Series. Bristol: Bristol Classical Press,  2000. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   (E) 
 
Yeats, William Butler. Sophocles' King Oedipus: A Version for the Modern Stage.����
Edited by. London: Macmillan, 1928. 
BA Call Number:   882.01   S712k   (B4 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks) 
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E-Books: 

MacLeod, Leona. Dolos and Dike in Sophokles’ Electra. Leiden: Brill, 2001. ebrary 
Reader e-book. 
Source:   ebrary   (Database) 
�
Sophocles. Antigone. Translated by Reginald Gibbons And Charles Segal. The Greek 
Tragedy in New Translations. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. 
ebrary Reader e-book. 
 
Sophocles. Electra. Translated by Anne Carson. Introduction by Michael Shaw. The 
Greek Tragedy in New Translations. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001. ebrary 
Reader e-book. 
Source:   ebrary   (Database) 
�
Sophocles. Philoctetes. Translated by Carl Philips. Introduction by Diskin Clay. The 
Greek Tragedy in New Translations. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. ebrary 
Reader e-book. 
Source:   ebrary   (Database) 
 
Sophocles. The Oedipus Plays of Sophocles: Oedipus the King; Oedipus at Colonus; 
Antigon. Translated by Paul Roche. A Mentor Classic mt 238. New York: New American 
Library, 1958. PDF e-book. 
Source:   Digital Assets Repository   (DAR)   (Database) 

 

�����������������"
 ������
�	� �����������������	�
���
������� �������������
��)��� !"#� �

Source:   Digital Assets Repository   (DAR)   (Database) 

 

��������� ���
��� 
 ��������� ��������� 
����8 ��5� $�	���� �5�� �������������� � ���2�2�� �� ���5� ����5�'��� ���.���

�� ��������12���� !!7� 

Source:   Digital Assets Repository   (DAR)   (Database) 

 

����������
 ��#�����$������ ����% � ��
���������
��	� (�����������4 �������2�����,����������- ���5��� !!+����

Source:   Digital Assets Repository   (DAR)   (Database) 

�

��

 
 

�

�
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Articles in Databases: 
 
Benjamin, Andrew. “Placing Speaking Notes on the First Stasimon of Sophocles' 
Antigone”. Angelaki: Journal of the Theoretical Humanities 9, no. 2 (August 2004):   
55-66. 
Source:   Academic Search Complete   (Database) 
 
Bowra, C. M. “Sophocles on his Own Development”. The American Journal of 
Philology 61, no. 4 (1940): 385-401. 
Source:   JSTOR   (Database) 
 
Browne, R. A. “A Sentiment from Sophocles' Teukros “. The Classical Review 45, no. 6 
(Dec 1931): 213-214. 
Source:   JSTOR   (Database) 
 
Case, Janet.  “Apollo and the Erinyes in the Electra of Sophocles”. The Classical Review 
16, no. 4 (May 1902): 195-200. 
Source:   JSTOR   (Database) 
 
Colchester, L. S. “Justice and Death in Sophocles”. The Classical Quarterly 36, no. 1/2 
(Jan 1942): 21-28. 
Source:   JSTOR   (Database) 
  
Duncan, Anne. “Gendered Interpretations: Two Fourth-Century B.C.E. Performances of 
Sophocles' Electra”. Helios 32, no. 1 (Spring 2005): 55-80. 
Source:   General OneFile   (Database) 
 
Easterling, P. E. “Character in Sophocles”. Greece & Rome, 2nd Ser. 24, no. 2      
(October 1977): 121-129. 
Source:   JSTOR   (Database) 
 
Ewans, Michael. “Dominance and Submission, Rhetoric and Sincerity: Insights from a 
Production of Sophocles' Electra.(Critical Essay)”. Helios 27, no. 2 (Fall 2000): 123-137. 
Source:   General OneFile   (Database) 
 
Ferguson, Alfred R. “Politics and Man's Fate in Sophocles' "Antigone". The Classical 
Journal 70, no. 2 (December 1974): 41-49. 
Source:   JSTOR   (Database) 
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Ierulli, Molly. “The Politics of Pathos: Electra and Antigone in the Polis”. South Atlantic 
Quarterly 98, no. 3 (Summer 99): 477-500. 
Source:   Academic Search Complete   (Database) 
 
Johnson, S. “Sophocles, Ajax 112: A Study in Sophoclean Syntax and Interpretation”. 
The American Journal of Philology 62, no. 2 (1941): 214-218. 
Source:   JSTOR   (Database)  
 
Kirkwood, Gordon M.  “Two Structural Features of Sophocles' Electra”. Transactions 
and Proceedings of the American Philological Association 73 (1942): 86-95. 
Source:   JSTOR   (Database)   
 
Lines, Patricia M. “Antigone's Flaw”. Humanitas 12, no. 1 (Spring 1999): 4. 
Source:   General OneFile   (Database) 
 
Miller, Patrick Lee. “Oedipus Rex Revisited”. Modern Psychoanalysis 31, no. 2 (2006): 
229-250. 
Source:   Academic Search Complete   (Database) 
 
Oldfather, W. A. “The Alleged Avarice of Sophocles”.  The American Journal of 
Philology 47, no. 4 (1926): 358-360. 
Source:   JSTOR   (Database) 
 
Payne, M. E. “Three Double Messenger Scenes in Sophocles”. Mnemosyne 53, no. 4 
(August 2000): 403-418. 
Source:   Academic Search Complete   (Database) 
 
Platt, Arthur. “The Burial of Ajax”. The Classical Review 25, no. 4 (June 1911): 101-104. 
Source:   JSTOR   (Database) 
 
Pohlsander, Hans A. “Lyrical Meters and Chronology in Sophocles”. The American 
Journal of Philology 84, no. 3 (July 1963): 280-286. 
Source:   JSTOR   (Database) 
 
Post, Chandler Rathfon. “The Dramatic Art of Sophocles as Revealed by the Fragments 
of the Lost Plays”. Harvard Studies in Classical Philology 33 (1922): 1-63. 
Source:   JSTOR   (Database)   
 

Whitman-Raymond, Lee. “Defect and Recognition in Sophocles' Oedipus Rex”. The 
American Journal of Psychoanalysis 65, no. 4 (Dec 2005): 341-352. 
Source:   General OneFile   (Database) 
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Shucard, Stephen C. “Some Developments in Sophocles' Late Plays of Intrigue”. The 
Classical Journal 69, no. 2 (Dec 1973): 133-138. 
Source:   JSTOR   (Database) 
 
Stevens, P. T. “Sophocles: 'Electra,' Doom or Triumph?” Greece & Rome, 2nd Ser. 25,    
no. 2 (October 1978): 111-120. 
Source:   JSTOR   (Database)  
 
Sutton, Brian. “Sophocles's OEDIPUS THE KING and Spielberg's MINORITY REPORT”. 
The Explicator 63, no. 4 (Summer 2005): 194-197. 
Source:   General OneFile   (Database) 
 
Tessitore, Aristide. “Sophocles' Tragic World: Divinity, Nature, Society”. The Review of 
Politics 59, no. 4 (Fall 1997): 934-937. 
Source:   General OneFile   (Database) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Audiovisual Materials: 

Stravinsky, Igor. Oedipus Rex; Symphony of Psalms. The Boosey & Hawkes 
Masterworks Library. London: Boosey & Hawkes, [1998]. 
BA Call Number:   782.1   S9129o   (B3 -- Arts & Multimedia Library -- Printed Music) 
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Web Resources: 
 
“Sophocles”. Moon Struck Drama Bookstore. 
 http://www.imagi-nation.com/moonstruck/clsc1.htm   �accessed 11 March 2008� 
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