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“Failure to institute this entire DOTS plus package is likely to destroy the last tools 
available to combat tuberculosis, and may ultimately result in the victory of the tubercle 
bacillus over mankind” Lambregts-van Weezenbeek & Riechman (2000)�
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1. The less virulent strains of MDRTB are able to easily manifest in HIV positive that 
HIV negative patient due to immune suppression 

2. HIV and MDRTB may have common risk factors e.g. hospitalization (risk in 
hospital acquired MDRTB) and injection drug use. 

3. Primary infection is easier for TB in HIV positive 
4. Patients with both TB and HIV may have very high load of mycobacteria leading to 

higher possibility of treatment failure 
�< HIV patients may continue to have bacterial replication in the continuation phase. 

When drugs are switched from 4 to 2 drugs in the continuation phase and the patient 
is resistant to one they are effectively getting mono therapy. This further 
predisposed to MDRTB�
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