
 

 

 

 

 

Society for International Development Netherlands Chapter 

INVITATION: 

 

Monday 18 October 2010: 
 

Opening lecture of the SID-Lecture Series 2010-2011 ‘Global Values in a Changing World’ 

 

Willem van Genugten (Tilburg University) 

 

Universality of human rights: the Way Forward 
 

VU Auditorium, Amsterdam, 18:15h-19:45h 

 
Abstract: When the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted in 1948, it was by 

and large seen as a self-evident framework for the relation between the state, individuals 

and communities, the core goal of the Declaration being the wish to express what 'human 

dignity' is all about.  In many parts of the world however, political systems as of now present 

a different view of human rights. To what extent are they challenging the universality of 

human rights and what would be the best way forward to the realization of human rights 

worldwide? 

 

Speaker: Willem van Genugten is Professor of International Law at Tilburg University, the 

Netherlands. He is also Chair of the Human Rights Committee of the Advisory Council on 

International Affairs of the Dutch government. 

 

Discussant: Lars van Troost is Head of Political Affairs and Press Office at Amnesty 

International – Dutch Section 

 

Date: Monday 18 October 2010 / Location: Auditorium, VU University, De Boelelaan 1105, 

Amsterdam / Time: 18:15h-19:45h / Language: English / Admission: Free 

Registration recommended through sid-nl@socires.nl or 070-3383293 

Website: http://www.sid-nl.org 

 


