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NWU LIS Facilities

NWU Library and Information Service comprises three 
main libraries i.e one on each Campus located in 

Mahikeng, Potchefstroom and Vanderbijilpark.
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NWU Vaal campus – where nature 
meets academia in perfect harmony

NWU Library and Information Service comprises three main 

libraries i.e one on each Campus located in Mahikeng, 

Potchefstroom and Vanderbijilpark.
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What is OpenAI? 

❖ It is an artificial intelligence research laboratory with a team of 
researchers and engineers dedicated to creating advanced AI 
systems that can benefit society as a whole. Elon Musk is one of 
the founders of OpenAI based in San Fransciso

❖ OpenAI is committed to advancing the field of AI and creating 
new technologies.

❖Its researchers are working on a wide range of projects

❖ AI are Machines simulating human intelligence (e.g. problem 
solving)
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Introduction of AI and ChatGPT
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ChatGPT and its capabilities 

❖ “ChatGPT is an AI-powered language model that uses natural language processing techniques to simulate 
human-like conversation and provide intelligent responses to users.” (OpenAI, 30 March 2023).

❖ The term ‘‘Generative Pre-trained Transformer (GPT)’’ refers to a language processing model trained on 
massive data to produce writing that resembles a person’s.

❖AI is probably the most important thing humanity has ever worked on. I think of it  as something more profound than 
electricity or fire – Google CEO Sundar Pichai (2018). 

❖ AI will reach human levels by around 2029 – Ray Kurzweil.

❖ “AI is not your enemy, but your friend” – Prof Arthur Mutambara- Director and Full Professor of the Institute for the 
Future of Knowledge (IFK) at the University of Johannesburg (UJ) in South Africa

❖ The development of human intelligence could spell the end of the human race…it could take off on its own, and re-
design itself at an ever-increasing rate. Humans who are limited by slow biological evolution, could not compete and 
would be superseded – Stephen Hawking, English theoretical physicist and cosmologist

❖ I visualise a time when we will be to robots what dogs are to humans, and am rooting for the machines – Claude 
Shannon.
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ChatGPT highlights 
Owned by OpenAI

Launch date 30 November 2022

User count Over 100 million

Knowledge base Till September 2021

Daily users 13 million users per day

Queries per day 10 million approximately

Forecasted revenue $200 m by end of 2023; $1bIllion by end of 2024 (OpenAI, 2023)
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Research questions  

❖ To explore the significant utilisation / application of 
ChatGPT by law students at tertiary institutions.

❖ To identify what education needs of law students can be 
fulfilled by ChatGPT
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Benefits

Instant 
responses to 

customer 
queries

Translate text

Educational tool

Transcribe 
MS Teams 
minutes

Job reference 
letter / 

motivation 
statement

Summarising
research work



14-17 October

Bibliotheca Alexandrina

Challenges and limitations of using 
ChatGPT 

Challenges

Inaccurate 
information Privacy, data 

security and 
IP

Cannot 
predict the 

future
Limited 

knowledge 
(2022)

Biased data

Can fake 
references
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1 Legal 
Research 
Assistance

ChatGPT can help law students find relevant legal precedents, case law, statutes, and scholarly articles by 
providing summaries, explanations, and guidance on legal topics e.g. find relevant case dealt with death 
penalty in SA.

2 Writing 
Support: 

Students can use ChatGPT to brainstorm ideas, outline papers, and receive feedback on drafts. It can assist in 
improving writing style, grammar, and clarity in legal documents such as memos, briefs, and essays

3 Study Aid ChatGPT can serve as a study companion, answering questions about complex legal concepts, clarifying 
confusing topics, and providing additional context or examples to aid in understanding

4 Legal 
analysis

Students can engage with ChatGPT to analyse hypothetical scenarios, assess the strengths and weaknesses of 
legal arguments, and explore alternative interpretations of laws and regulations e.g. views on abortion.

5 Legal Ethics 
Discussions: 

ChatGPT can facilitate discussions on ethical dilemmas in the legal profession, providing perspectives and 
insights that encourage critical thinking and debate among students.

6 Mock Trials 
and Moot 
Court 
Preparation
:

ChatGPT can help students prepare for mock trials and moot court competitions by providing feedback on 
arguments, suggesting strategies, and simulating questioning by opposing counsel

7 Continuing 
Legal 
Education 
(CLE):

Law professionals can use ChatGPT to stay updated on recent legal developments, discuss emerging trends in 
the legal field, and seek guidance on challenging cases or issues they encounter in practice.
(OpenAI, 2024)
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Research methodology

❖ Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) - perceived ease of use and perceived usefulness of a 
technology are key determinants of users' intentions to adopt and use that technology

❖Qualitative analysis

❖ Self-reflection as a methodological lens (asking questions to ChatGPT (Chen 2023, Lund 2023, 
Ramabina 2024).
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❖One notable court case in South Africa dealing with the death penalty is the case of State v 
Makwanyane and Mchunu (1995). This case was a landmark decision by the Constitutional Court of 
South Africa regarding the constitutionality of the death penalty under the post-apartheid 
constitution.

❖In this case, the Constitutional Court ruled that the death penalty was unconstitutional and violated 
various provisions of the South African Constitution, including the right to life and the prohibition of 
cruel, inhuman, or degrading punishment. The Court held that the death penalty was not compatible 
with the values of a democratic society based on human dignity, equality, and respect for human 
rights.

❖The decision in State v Makwanyane and Mchunu effectively abolished the death penalty in South 
Africa, making it one of the few countries in the world to have permanently abolished capital 
punishment through its highest court (OpenAI, 2024).
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The National Health Insurance (NHI) in South African law refers to a proposed healthcare financing 
system aimed at providing universal healthcare coverage to all citizens of South Africa. The NHI is 
outlined in the National Health Insurance Bill, which was introduced to Parliament in 2019.

Equitable Access: Ensuring that all South Africans have access to quality healthcare services regardless 
of their socio-economic status or geographic location.

Financial Protection: Providing financial risk protection against the costs of healthcare services, thereby 
reducing the financial burden on individuals and families.

Improved Health Outcomes: Enhancing the overall health outcomes of the population by promoting 
preventive healthcare, early intervention, and comprehensive healthcare services.

Efficiency and Sustainability: Streamlining the healthcare system to improve efficiency, reduce waste, 
and ensure the sustainable financing of healthcare services.

Key features of the NHI include the establishment of a single-payer system, where the government acts 
as the sole purchaser of healthcare services on behalf of the population. Funding for the NHI will come 
from a combination of general taxes, payroll taxes, and other revenue sources.

The implementation of the NHI is expected to be phased over several years, with a focus on 
strengthening primary healthcare services, improving infrastructure, and building institutional capacity 
within the healthcare system. Once fully implemented, the NHI aims to transform the South African 
healthcare system into one that is more equitable, accessible, and responsive to the needs of all 
citizens (OpenAI, 2024).
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Q: Provide 3 court cases which dealt 
with rape in South Africa?

1. State v. Jackson (2003): In this case, the accused, Simon Jackson, was charged with the rape and murder of an 11-year-old girl. The 
case gained significant attention due to the brutality of the crime and the age of the victim. Jackson was found guilty of rape and murder 
and was sentenced to life imprisonment.

2. State v. Zuma (2006): This case involved Jacob Zuma, who was then the Deputy President of South Africa and later became the 
President. Zuma was charged with the rape of a family friend's HIV-positive daughter at his home in Johannesburg. Zuma was acquitted 
of the charges, but the trial raised important discussions about consent, HIV/AIDS awareness, and power dynamics in sexual assault 
cases.

3. State v. Duduzane Zuma (2019): Duduzane Zuma, the son of former President Jacob Zuma, was accused of raping a woman in a 
hotel room in Johannesburg in 2018. The case drew public attention due to Zuma's prominent family background. Zuma pleaded not 
guilty to the charges, and the case was ongoing as of the last available information.

• These cases highlight the seriousness of rape in South Africa and the legal processes involved in addressing such crimes within the 
country's judicial system.
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Q: Who is the current President of Egypt?

As of my last update in January 2022, the President of Egypt was 
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi. However, please verify with current sources as 
political positions can change.

Q: Which is the longest river in the world?

The longest river in the world is the Nile River, located in northeastern 
Africa. It flows through multiple countries including Egypt, Sudan, 
Uganda, and others, and has a total length of about 6,650 kilometers 
(4,130 miles).
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Identify this South African caselaw NWU Assignment 16 
July 2024:

Mr. X was sentenced in court for housebreaking and indecent assault arising from an
incident where he climbed through an open window into the room of a sleeping woman
and proceeded to assault her. He received a suspended sentence for both crimes. Six
months later, Mr. X attempted to rape and murder another woman. He was arrested and
appeared in court the next day. The Police investigating officer for the case made a note
to the prosecutor handling the case to indicate that there was no reason to deny the
accused bail. The prosecutor did not oppose bail or place any evidence of Mr. X’s
previous convictions before the court. Mr. X was released on his own recognisance and
warned to appear on a later court date. A few days later, Mr. X broke into a house and
proceeded to assault Mrs. Y. Mr. X was again arrested and charged with several counts,
including attempted murder. Mrs Y instituted a delictual claim for damages against the
Minister for Safety and Security and the Minister of Justice and Constitutional
Development. Mrs. Y wished to hold the respondents (the Ministers) liable for the alleged
wrongful acts or omissions of the police and the prosecutors (for failing to oppose bail for
Mr. X) when they were acting in the course and scope of their employment with the
state. The case was heard in the High Court and the Supreme Court of Appeal, where
the case was dismissed. Mrs Y then approached the Constitutional Court.
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ChatGPT Answer

The case you're referring to is likely the landmark South African legal case
known as Carmichele v Minister of Safety and Security and Another. This case
dealt with issues related to the liability of the state for failing to prevent harm
caused by an individual previously released on bail, who subsequently
committed further serious offenses. In summary, Mrs. Carmichele (referred to as
Mrs. Y in your description) sought to hold the state liable for damages due to
the failure of the police and prosecutors to oppose bail for Mr. X (not his real
name) despite his previous criminal convictions. Mr. X went on to commit further
crimes, including attempted murder, after being released on bail. The case was
significant because it addressed the state's duty to protect individuals from harm
caused by the criminal acts of others, particularly when the state's agents (police
and prosecutors) are alleged to have been negligent in their duties. The
Constitutional Court of South Africa ultimately ruled in favor of Mrs. Carmichele,
establishing important principles regarding state liability and the duty to protect
individuals from foreseeable harm caused by third parties. This case has had a
lasting impact on South African law regarding the responsibilities of law
enforcement and prosecutors in ensuring public safety.
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Summarise the murder trial of OJ Simpson

The O.J. Simpson murder trial, held in 1995, captivated the world with its
blend of celebrity, race, and legal drama. Simpson, a former football star
and actor, was accused of brutally murdering his ex-wife Nicole Brown
Simpson and her friend Ronald Goldman. The trial became a media
spectacle, showcasing high-profile lawyers like Johnnie Cochran and
Robert Shapiro, and sparking intense debate over racial issues, police
conduct, and domestic violence. The prosecution presented DNA evidence
and a contentious glove that didn't fit Simpson in court, while the defense
argued racial bias and mishandling of evidence. Ultimately, Simpson was
acquitted, a decision that polarized public opinion and left lasting
implications on perceptions of justice in America.
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Ethics

Biasness

Privacy and 
data security

Plagiarism

Ownership of 
an AI work
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ChatGPT and Plagiarism 
❖ Turnitin has launched an AI Detection tool:

https://www.turnitin.com/solutions/ai-writing.

https://www.turnitin.com/solutions/ai-writing
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NWU Guidelines for ethical use of AI tools in academic work.



14-17 October

Bibliotheca Alexandrina

Conclusion and future direction 

ChatGPT has the potential to transform the way humans interact 
with technology and unlocks exciting opportunities and 
possibilities for the future of communication between humans 
and machines.
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Recommendations 
❖ Academic libraries should add training on the use of AI to 

university community.

❖ Collaboration between libraries and faculties in developing 
clear ethical guidelines and governance frameworks tailored to 
the use of AI in legal education.

❖ Encourage ongoing research initiatives to explore innovative 
applications of AI in legal education, addressing emerging 
trends and evolving technological capabilities

❖ Law students should integrate its use with rigorous verification 
processes and critical analysis to foster robust academic skills 
and maintain the integrity of their legal research and writing
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shkran lak=Thank You


