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Waiting for Godot

Summary

Two men, Vladimir and Estragon, meet near a tree. They converse on various topics
and reveal that they are waiting there for a man named Godot. While they wait, two
other men enter. Pozzo is on his way to the market to sell his slave, Lucky. He pauses
for a while to converse with Vladimir and Estragon. Lucky entertains them by dancing
and thinking, and Pozzo and Lucky leave.

After Pozzo and Lucky leave, a boy enters and tells Vladimir that he is a messenger
from Godot. He tells Vladimir that Godot will not be coming tonight, but that he will
surely come tomorrow. Vladimir asks him some questions about Godot and the boy
departs. After his departure, Vladimir and Estragon decide to leave, but they do not
move as the curtain falls.

The next night, Vladimir and Estragon again meet near the tree to wait for Godot.
Lucky and Pozzo enter again, but this time Pozzo is blind and Lucky is dumb. Pozzo
does not remember meeting the two men the night before. They leave and Vladimir and
Estragon continue to wait.

Shortly after, the boy enters and once again tells Vladimir that Godot will not be
coming. He insists that he did not speak to Vladimir yesterday. After he leaves,
Estragon and Vladimir decide to leave, but again they do not move as the curtain falls.?

Waiting for Godot is part of the Theater of the Absurd. This implies that it is meant to be
irrational. Absurd theater does away with the concepts of drama, chronological plot,
logical language, themes, and recognizable settings. There is also a split between the
intellect and the body within the work. Thus Vladimir represents the intellect and
Estragon the body, both of whom cannot exist without the other. 2
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