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Salah Abdel Sabour

(1931 - 1981)

Biography

Salah Abdel-Sabour is a pioneer of modern Arabic poetry, he and
other Arab poets laid the foundation of a new school of Arabic
poetry. They formulated their own experience in new authentic,
creative patterns.

Born in May 1931, Salah Abdel-Sabour showed an interest in literature in his early
life. He tended to poetry from his father, who had attempted during his youth to
write poetry, and later taught his son rhetoric. Abdel-Sabour started writing verses at
the age of 13. As a secondary school student, he showed a noticeable interest in
languages, literature and politics. He also took part in demonstrations against British
occupation, and in 1949 he was arrested at the age of 18.

Abdel-Sabour obtained a B.A. in Arabic Language from Cairo University in 1951. In
his early youth, he tried to find a new significance beyond rhetoric eloquent
expression, attending to approach other realms of arts such as music and painting.
He co-edited "Al Thagafa" (Culture) magazine, until January 1953, where he wrote
several poems and short stories.

In 1954, Abdel-Sabour had his poem Melancholy published in Al-Adab (Letters)
magazine. In 1957, his first collection of poems People in my Country was published,
shooting the poet into fame. According to most of his critics, including those in
disagreement with him, these poems reached highest peaks never achieved by
modern poetry.

Abdel-Sabour's literature was not confined to poetry, but rather extended to poetic
drama. Within a period of ten years, he had five poetic plays published. The first was
The Tragedy of Al-Hallaj (1965), for which he was granted the State Incentive Award
for Theatre in 1966.
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In addition to poetry and poetic drama, the great poet also practiced critical writing.
In literary studies, he tackled many intellectual and art issues in a broad human
context. He paid special attention to contemporary Egyptian thought. He also
contributed in writing critical essays for Rose El-Youssef and Sabah El-Kheir
Magazines and Al-Ahram newspaper. 2

Abdel Sabour was a follower of the free art which viewed art as an expression of
unbridled imaginativeness and true, vehement emotions, within a highly romantic
context. He believed that genuine poetry could be written only through absolute self-
communion; he remained faithful to his own principles all his life until his death on
August 14, 1981.

? “BEgyptian Figures”, Egypt State Information Service Your Gateway to Egypt,
www.sis.gov.eg/vr/figures/english/html/Abdel%20Sabour.htm
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Selected Materials Available at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina

Works by the Author

Plays

Abdul-Sabour, Salah. Leila and the Madman. Prism Literary Series 9. [Cairo]:

Ministry of Culture, 1999.
BA Call Number: 892.726 Abd L (E)

Abdul-Sabour, Salah. “Night Traveler”. In Modern Arabic Drama: An Anthology,
edited by Salama Khadra Jayyusi and Roger Allen. Indiana Series in Arab and

Islamic Studies. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1995: 289-304.
BA Call Number: 892.72608 (E)

N AAA (Sl dalall Gy jead) Lggd) :[s o] . suall e e (ALY Jue) 2ua ¢ suall e
BA Call Number: 892.726 S1185am 1988 (E)
Also available as e-book : http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=311104

NAAY (Bl gy Y Lk :\.JM;\,,\AJAM :MSJ;H&‘ Ch ¢ ysuall ne
BA Call Number: 892.726 S1185a 1981 (E)
Also available as e-book™: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf? BibID=289942

NAAY (Bl o moaldl LY L ella) Cigay ¢ M 7 Dla ¢ suall ae
BA Call Number: 892.726 S1185b 1983 (E)
Also available as e-book™: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=153831

399 (U Aalal A peaall gl 2[s_alal] .l 5l 5t e @ ginall g L O ¢ saall e
BA Call Number: 892.726 S11851 1999 (E)
Also available as e-book™ http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=29122

AT Sl Alell Ay padl) Aiggd) soaldl) Lage o) dlee) 5 ud) e gdad) Slula L7 Dla ¢ suall ae
BA Call Number: 892.726 S1185 (E)
Also available as e-book™ http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=31257

Y414 s'éqyd\ J\J HGIP Y Yook .;\JJM LJJ:I-AJS :dgl Jél.ua CN—\A c_)}ua.“ dc
BA Call Number: 892.726 S1185m 1981 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)
Also available as e-book™ http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=336130

" available in Digital Assets Repository (database)
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Poetry

Print Books:

N AVA caall Ghgl el B9 A Jad) 2D o suall ae
BA Call Number: 892.716 S1185i (E)
Also available as e-book : http:/ /dar.bibalex.org / webpages/ mainpage.jsf?BibID=402947

.[\ Q——] ‘uj}.m.o :\.\:\S.A :'&ﬁm\ ﬁ.\ﬂ\ u.ujm\ ehi C)&.m cJ}.uA\ XY
BA Call Number: 892.716 S1185aha (E)
Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf? BibID=389492

Al s alal] L5 ) AuSe . Jlic deas dac) L jsmall Mo e eldl S Leg gl mDha ¢ suall ae
A AA (I Aalall &y puad)

BA Call Number: 892.716 S1185a (E)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/ webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=25760

5] A€ A et JleeY) Aluls Lol s deal dlac) (55 Jlasf) tAgpdl) Jlee¥) ZDa ¢ suall e
Yot Aldid) e ) dunan i[5 alal]

BA Call Number: 892.716 S1185am (E)
Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf? BibID=347983

N AAY sl Aalall Ay jead) Aiggl) 15_aldl ALY Jlae¥) - Dla ¢ suall ac
BA Call Number: 892.716 Sl185ama (E)
Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=254276

N0 (Y o icigm Y b At g 2 Da ¢ suall ae
BA Call Number: 892.716 S1185aq 1965 (E)
Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf? BibID=353105

VAN Bagall Jla g n . jsmall 3 e (e Zha ¢ suall ae
BA Call Number: 892.716 S1185d (E)
Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf? BibID=9505

avy s‘FaJ:J\ ub}l\ J\J Z.?.A J:\SS\ M C)&m sJ}.}..al\ Qe
BA Call Number: 892.716 S1185d (E)

LYa==] Al el sl s[5 al] ) 355 Jae ase sl b ga ad L mDla ) suall e
BA Call Number: 892.716 S118shi (E)
Also available as an e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/ #BookDetails- 308953

" available in Digital Assets Repository (database)
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Jyavy] ¢ gall 9 Amunya :[B_)A\ﬁ]\] @Aﬂ\ QU L qaal) ¢ IS C)..A ¢ ysuall ne
BA Call Number: 892.716 S1185u (E)
Also available as e-book : http:/ /dar.bibalex.ore /webpages /mainpage.jsf?BibID=412855

el dalall 4.3‘).;4.41\ Al Z[Eﬁm\] .'é).u&\ Uia . small 2e CM Jledd e LA C)..a CJJ.PAS\ e
1444

BA Call Number: 892.726 S11851 1999 (E)
Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/ webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=29122

Electronic Resources:

Abdul-Sabur, Salah. “My Star, my Only Staré. Translated by M. M. Badawi. Journal
of Arabic Literature 2 (1971): 101-103. e-article. JSTOR (database).

Abdul-Sabur, Salah. “People in My Country”. Translated by M. M. Badawi. Journal
of Arabic Literature 1 (1970): 15-16. e-article. JSTOR (database).

Abdul-Sabur, Salah. “Salah 'Abd al-Sabur (1931-1981)“. Jehat.com.
www.jehat.com/Jehaat/en/Poets/SalahAbd-al-Sabur.htm [accessed 21 Apr 2011]

Abdul-Sabur, Salah. “The Tartars Have Struck”. Translated by M. M. Badawi. Journal
of Arabic Literature 1 (1970): 14-15. e-article. JSTOR (database).

Al il Aallal) Ao pugal) ol e small de Bl s .z Da jsuall e
www.adab.com/modules.php?name=Sh3er&doWhat=1sq&shid=101&start=0
[accessed 4 May 2011]

M\ a-GA. L« dlad :J}.ua“ Qe C)\.aa» Cvua cJ}.uz:J\ e
www.jehat.com/ar/salah/page-7.htm [accessed 21 Apr 2011]

Novels

.[\‘\ﬂ—] c‘;}_)zj\ U‘L}S\ Z.?.J O.AEAL.. O GLu.m C)&m ‘J}:L.al\ YT
BA Call Number: 892.736 S1186 (E)

calaall Jla ol @ Y LY A L L B ka0 same el die Sy ad) 2o g (2Dl ¢ suall 2
Jyaan]

BA Call Number: 892.736 M29785 1991 (F1 -- Young People’s Library)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf? BibID=34498

" available in Digital Assets Repository (database)
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Translations by the Author

A gSa sl LYY S Gl L) dase deal e small die #Dla A i Gl S el i ¢
[\ ‘\——] ¢ _paa :&aa.@_i

BA Call Number: 839.8226 I14s (E)

Also available as e-book : http:/ /dar.bibalex.org / webpages / mainpage.isf?BibID=173559

zo—sa) e cagaadl Cpaal Aanl e . saall die 2 Ola dea 5 LA paiS) B B Aay e L i Gulesi ol
AAAY (el 5 s tusSl ) EA el

BA Call Number: 822912 E4275j (E)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=186921

N £ bl 2 el (e gl dxa) e . guall e Z0a dea LSS Jia L e el g5 o sl
NAAY (Dlel Bl g tu <))

BA Call Number: 822.912 E4275 (E)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=215210

eV Gadad) 5oaldl) LYo dan il gl g el L suall de ZOa dea 5 Lalad) L g8 e YL
Yooy ddaan

BA Call Number: 853.912 M237 (E)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=150162

Miscellaneous Works

NAA0 (g il HanalEl ccugyn Y Lk L jand) Qﬁy.ai Clm ¢ ysuall ne
BA Call Number: 809 S118 1985 (E)
Also available as e-book*: http: / /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf? BibID=298954

Ay yaall A gl Al LY suall de ~Sla /ALK JleeY1 L350 dia 0o a8t Il Dl ¢ suall e
A AAL (S Al

BA Call Number: 892.709 S1185 (E)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf? BibID=353627

dielau) ae il g caana s dganay chaghia aal dac) Blally Al al) ¢ A<t Il 7D ¢ suall e
89 (S Aalall & peadl Al 1 oalE LY guall de 2Oa [ ALASY JleeY) L deas

BA Call Number: 089.927 S118 (E)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf? BibID=254287

e L dens dieland deul 5 cdena s2e 2gans s chagha daal dlac) . pddl ¢ 4 Jgl - Da suall 2
A SH Alall Ay paall diggd) 5oaldl) L4 sual) e # s / ALY
BA Call Number: 809.1 S118a (E)

" available in Digital Assets Repository (database)
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Jueed) L aane diclan) el g oae dgenay dajlia deal dlac) o) plll o a8t g Z0a Hsuall ac
A ARY (S Aalall Ay jeaall Riggll sl LY ¢ saall 2 #Dla / AL

BA Call Number: 809.1 S118aq (E)

Also available as e-book : http:/ /dar.bibalex.ore /webpages /mainpage.jsf?BibID=23021

o [ AL JleeY) Lode dsana cdaglin dasl dlac) L Ladsall g 7 jeal) 08 S8 J g8 L -Dla ) suall ae
A9 (SH Aalall Ay jead) Al 5oalill N suall ae

BA Call Number: 790.2 S118 (B3 -- Arts & Multimedia Library)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/ webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=254291

JaeYl L aaas Jieled) el g caena sie 3 ganag cdanlia daaf dac) A 88 25 ¢ guall 2e
N AAY (Sl Aalall A peadll Agl) 15_alE L)) guall e #Sla [ALISY

BA Call Number: 320 S118 (B2)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/ webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=254245

Ao ZOa A LIS JleeY) one dganay ddaglia daal dlac) L adll g Al tdan ) Dl ¢ suall 2
N9 (iU Aalall 3y eadl Agd) 3 alE) L0 guall

BA Call Number: 808.8 S118 (E)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf? BibID=254278

gl ool LA Sal el Lol V) wls, o) A L el B Ala 20l ¢ uall ae
Yo ¥ (Sl Al )

BA Call Number: 809.1 S118 2003 (E)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=354104

N4TA “;1‘)::1\ ;\3\55\ J\J B)A\AS\ ﬁdﬁ‘ UM S.\.\ﬁ.\% S;\Jé Ch GJM‘ RET
BA Call Number: 892.71 S1185 (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

.[\ ‘\\’Y] ¢Osaoialill Ae Y] Alaa 5 jaldll L duasd) g}dﬂ\ aal) dad C}m ¢ ysuall ne
BA Call Number: 962.03 S118 (F1)
Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=181872

) ) ABall ule cansall (36 cCpua Al Gl B cilad 3 sl agie B 13l ZDla ¢ suall 2
LY+ v 0] sl Aalall Ay o) Aigdl :[5_alal] L5 ) duSa L S5k

BA Call Number: 892.709962 S118 (E)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=297223

490 (Sl Aalall &y paall gl 15_alE) i) g Gl B el B S8 A ~Dla ¢ suall e
BA Call Number: 928.927 xe o (F1)
Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=21177

NAave “._1\.33“ J\J Q\J}d&a HUPReT Lﬁ.ﬁ:\ :\.A.A‘JJ USS\ ﬂj CN..\A c_)}.ua.“ e
BA Call Number: 809 S118w (B2 -- Special Collections -- Closed Stacks)

" available in Digital Assets Repository (database)
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Books about the Author

o) AHED 1Y) Guladll b alEl A o L1 o sl t emall 3o z3a . s G les csaen oSl
BA Call Number: 892.786 S1587 2001 (B4 -- References)

o lSU Aalal) A peaddl gl oAl LAl il L jsmall 48 gMua M g rdd 7ol LU oLl
Y440

BA Call Number: 892.726 U843 (E)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=12419

Aalal) 4y peadd) gl mmoaldl LD 5oud) ASSe L jelil s Glady) :jsmall ae pda Lol (g padl
Yoee ey

BA Call Number: 892.78609 S118m (E)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf? BibID=355005

D AAT (Sl Aalal) &y peaall Aggl) 38l L guall 2o FMa pd A Be) B ) aaal) e s
BA Call Number: 892.71609962 s~ z (E)
Also available as e-book : http:/ /dar.bibalex.org / webpages / mainpage.jsf?BibID=12326

Gy g el el s sl e DleY) Al juas Bawad :jsuall ae pha B85 s (s
RELL AN
BA Call Number: 892.78609 _an o= (E)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf? BibID=31686

N A9Y el A gal) thg o L laall g smal) ae Ao o g gl L dena (b
BA Call Number: 892.71609 S5259 (E)

M de g Ola anE L ladgal jgmall 2o Ol alaall el edd A ) A 3 jua (ould
Yoo A calay) AdSa t_aldll

BA Call Number: 892.78609 S118d (E)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf? BibID=383151

A paddl Al :[s_ald] LA S Jlel) o) AnSe a0 ae b asmall ae ZOlay L less o sile
A EA-YOY 11447 (Ul dalal

BA Call Number: 928.927 A829 (F1)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf? BibID=182829

Gl o LS8l ol Joa Aullaag Abidat A 3 1 jpuall e pMa jad A Adllea g A B dagae ¢ ale
N AAE (SE dalall 4y jeadl Al 15 alal) LAyl

BA Call Number: 892.716 A51746 (E)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BiblD=25237

" available in Digital Assets Repository (database)
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Y AAA (LS Al Bl o[ alal] B0 g i gal) 1 ALY ) sual) Mo pha jadaaal (Al ae
BA Call Number: 892.716 H4279 (E)
Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf? BibID=351933

i pae pdd L E0 }AAC.‘\MA.)BM\ Lalall g el pdd) paa :jgmall 22 M L alill 2 (g e
Yoo A bl ol Gudaall s aldll g0

BA Call Number: 892.786 S1587 2001 (E) )

Also available as e-book : http:/ /dar.bibalex.org / webpages / mainpage.isf?BibID=397004

VAAY QUST dalall 4y jaal) Agll 13 alall LYo AN A0Sal) Lz juall g Jomall 1S Zia ) 52 (5
BA Call Number: 892.78609 S118d (E)

Ll :foall] Y T-VY 0 Ak S L) Lxe A olgras B8l 8 1 jsuall 38 a7 aeal caalas
Xon ) AN | gl dalal

BA Call Number: 892.726 M6364 (E)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=244117

Aalall Gy peadd) Al m_aldl 5] A5Sa L jsmall Ae e Mo o mdl) 7 ojwal) Lane 3 pe dapmd cdesa
JY e vo] ekt

BA Call Number: 892.726 M95219 (E)

Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf? BibID=297397

AN AAY (S Aalad) By jeaall Ae) Al L guall de 3a —— LY Al D ae (s siSa
BA Call Number: 892.78609 M2358 (E)
Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=347365

(Sl Ralal) By yendd) Tisgl 1Al L gmall Lo DA £ e (B Al 3 1) Y Cigaal) pliad Loy ¢ yia
a4y

BA Call Number: 892.71609 .« < (E)
Also available as e-book*: http:/ /dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?BibID=16252

Ll 1 al8 A dpai LS L jgmall Mo Oay Gl dgaaa g alladl (o) tduadall g palial Lo sans cans
29T (AEE ) peadl dalal)
BA Call Number: 892.72609 N254 (E)

" available in Digital Assets Repository (database)
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Theses

a«BJLA\J.A 4.)5.\5\‘); AAJ\.a.A J}ij\ Qe C)\m )::.m @ 4.)5.\5&3&\ Y ally h&\};\ u.n;‘)l\ RET Adala ccj}uﬂ\
YA cu\jla:bu\; ca\J}ESJMLaJ

BA Call Number: Thesis 21137 (B4 -- Closed Stacks)
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BA Call Number: Thesis 19383 (B4 -- Closed Stacks)

Articles

Azouqa, Aida O. “Federico Garcia Lorca and Salah Abd Al-Sabur as Composers of
Modern Ballads: A Comparative Study”. Journal of Arabic Literature 36, no. 2 (2005):
188-223. e-article. Academic Search Complete (database).

Semaan, Khalil I. H. “T. S. Eliot's Influence on Arabic Poetry and Theater”.
Comparative Literature Studies 6, no. 4 (1969): 472-489. e-article. JSTOR (database).
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www.elaph.com/ElaphLiterature/2005/1/33904.htm [accessed 21 Apr 2011]
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www.nizwa.com/ articles.php?id=1101
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Audio Materials
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Call Number: AT 1394 (B3 -- Arts & Multimedia Library -- Closed Stacks)

Web Resources

“Salah 'Abd al-Sabur (1931-1981)”. Jehat.com.
www.jehat.com/Jehaat/en/Poets/SalahAbd-al-Sabur.htm [accessed 21 Apr 2011]
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