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The Etruscan Coins
Symbols and Myths
 
Gold, silver and bronze coins, belonging to the mysterious people, the Etruscans, whose writing is still unknown, are  not yet deciphered. These coins appeared around the 5th  century BC, and their production stopped with the venue of  the ancient Roman empire. According the Greek historian, Herodotus, the Etruscans came by sea from Lydia, a region in Asia minor.  Between the 7th  and 6th  century BC, the growth of  Etruscan  influence covered a vast area of  the Italian peninsula. With their goods, merchants from Etruria reached all the Mediterranean ports and were  rivals  everywhere, and not always peacefully, with the Greeks and the Phoenicians. The Etruscan coins frequently bear marks of value, so that we argue that a decimal system was applied to both gold and silver money. The inscriptions on the Etruria coins have given rise to much discussion. Most of them contain the name of the city where they were struck (Volsinii, Populonia, Vetulonia, and so forth).  Most Etrurian coin-types are of Greek origin (the Gorgon, the Bull’s-head, the Wheel, etc.). Other types, like the Dolphin, the Hippocamp, the Polypus, make us recall the Etruscan’s power in the sea.
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