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Ancient Greek Coins on Greek Banknotes

From the sixth century BCE, when coinage first appeared in the Ancient Greek World, each city began to engrave on its coins representations that were transformed into symbols of authority, and functioned as an ideal medium for projecting political and economic prestige. On the small circular flan of the coins, city-states, rulers and kings, alliances and empires imprinted a wide variety of devices, consistent with their political designs. Gods and patron deities, temples, sacred symbols, holy animals and birds, mythical heroes and monsters, kings, emperors and potentates, eminent persons, products that were a source of a city’s wealth and prosperity were represented.
Out of circulation for centuries, Ancient Greek coins have reappeared as decorative elements on modern Greek banknotes from the mid-19th century until 2002, when the Drachma was replaced by the Euro. 
In this research, the symbolism of the depiction of Ancient Greek coins on modern banknotes will be examined. The metal coins of gold, silver, bronze or billon became colored images “charged” with the value and potency of the past. Representatives of a distant, yet living past, the Ancient Greek coins demonstrate their powerful influence, display the Greek mythical and historic times and decipher the sentiments that shaped modern Greece.
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