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False Coinage in the 16th Century Ottoman Empire

   	 Despite severe penal laws, there was an extended net of false coinage in the 16th century Ottoman Empire. The manufacturers of false coins, who were operating not only in urban but also in rural nets, were also involved in other series of crimes and turned out to be a social world in the Ottoman society. Although capital punishment was the most common penalty for those who worked in these nets, extenuating circumstances (like minting coins outside the borders of the Ottoman Empire and bringing them in)  were taken into consideration. This paper aims to analyze the nature of these nets with the help of the registers of outgoing decrees of Imperial Diwan (Mühimme Defterleri).
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