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‘Noteworthy’: An Appreciation of Iconography in the Ghanaian Cedi

Ghana has changed her currency notes a number of times since 1957, and through these different phases, the iconography on the notes has reflected the political ideology of the times. One unchanging information found on the cedi is the signature of the Governor of the Bank of Ghana, which gives a clue to the economic history and trajectory of Ghana. What appears on our currency notes (the cedi) has been informed by real social, cultural, political and economic events and are significant in their own right. However, the portraiture and pictures of people engaged in economic activity represented on the notes can easily be overlooked in the writing of our history which often tends to be political. However, these ‘unsung’ heroes have appeared on our notes and are worth reckoning with for a more wholistic understanding of Ghanaian society and history.

Currency in our monetary society has lent itself as one of the sources of honouring our unsung heroes. However, Ghanaian society tends to be very much an oral society so the honouring of our heroes tends to border on what is not necessarily written; it can be oral (sung, spoken, recited, or chanted), be performed or represented in our material culture. The focus of the paper is on the other ways of honouring people portrayed on our currency; specifically those who are not political figures; those people engaged in economic activities like fishing, farming, weaving and marketing. These are people who scarcely ever make it to the forefront of society. However, for some reason, they have been chosen to grace our national currency. What does society say about them? How do we show our appreciation to the farmer, market woman, fisherman, or the weaver? What do we learn from the effigies on the cedi? Do these icons teach us anything? If ‘money talks’, and indeed, it does, I think it is not just talking monetary issues; for behind the icons lie information that can be gleaned about the industries they are engaged in –the recreational, religious to the scientific. Often considered ephemera, money is often used as a medium for transaction; money does talk but there is the need to interrogate it beyond what it is obviously saying. Some of the currency notes featuring farmers, fishermen, weavers and market women will be used to unearth this information. The indigenous ways of honouring these people is what is of import to this paper.
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