
Russian statistical training, 

Building the largest scientific 

network

Eugene Shubnikov
for BA Supercourse 

Ron LaPorte
Faina Linkov
Musa Kana
Eman Eltahlawy

Session 3- Quantitative Analysis for Health & the importance of access to Research Methods 

International Conference - Bibliotheca Alexandrina -

Applying Quantitative Analysis to Development Issues - (18-19 February 2018)



About 30 years ago

• Word “epidemiology” in Russia was 
related only to infectious diseases 
while epidemic of 
noncommunicable diseases already 
starts. 

• My scientific interest has been 
Global Health and diabetes 
epidemiology.

• It become possible for Russian 
scientists to participate in 
International scientific programs as 
MONICA (global trends in CVD).  



Interlibrary Loan system in USSR

• In Soviet union (wiki) as of 1973, the 
Interlibrary Loan system included more than 
60,000 libraries. Readers received books for 
work by order through local libraries. It was 
possible to obtain domestic and foreign books 
in originals, microfilms or copies.

• It was time of letters, Telegrams, phones and 
later faxes 

• It was no E-mail systems, no Internet



WHO Multinational project Type 1 
epidemiology among children 



Time of E-mails access

• Sending survey data via E-mail

• Communications with colleagues by E-mails

• Exploring information through E-mails

• Exchanging public health materials through E-

mails



All 15 Former Soviet Union Countries are involved



FSU Supercourse Network, 2008

The building the global network 



5 joint meetings during 2000-2008



Time of 

Internet 

• Library of Health and Statistics lectures in 

Russian language

• Russian "Supercourse" has now 153 original 

lectures and 78 translated lectures into 

Russian language.



Current status for training in statistics 

Russia



Current possibility for training in 

statistics in Russia and Novosibirsk 

Universities(2)



Most of Universities has programs on 

statistics including Novosibirsk City



Статистика



Statistics is part of program in all Russian 

Medical and Public Health Schools

The modern stage of social development is 

characterized by the rapid use of statistics in 

various fields of science, culture and agriculture. 

This fully applies to medicine and health care



One of Epidemiology and statistics books 

for Public Health students in Russian



Other Russian language Statistical 

materials available



Current Big Data Courses  available



Creation of Supercourse Library of 

Lectures and Network



Global Health Global Health Global Health Global Health NetworkNetworkNetworkNetwork

• The Global Health Network Supercourse project

began at the end 1990’s

• Main objective: to empower public health teachers

around the world – improving education

• More than 50,000 faculty

• 172 countries

• 6,000 lectures on February 2018

Our mission was to network all people interested in 

global health, disasters and research methods, 

share information and help each other.



Time of Networking and BA projects 

• Science Supercourse Project (more then 

200,000 lectures)

• Bibliotheca Alexandrina (BA) African Networks

• Research Methods Library of Alexandria



Networking!
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What is RMLA  -



We Invited Libraries to have a RMLA Button 

or link to our on-line RMLA Resources

We have now 27 

RMLA Regional 

Centers in Africa

4 Regional Centers in South Africa, for example



Arabic RMLA



BA Grid, one of the most important 

forces in science

• During 2015 we collected all the faculty in 

most of Universities in Africa and Arab World. 

In addition we are collecting  faculty in our 6 

main areas of science. We had 54,243 E-mails 

from African and 28,775 from Arabic 

countries.

• By February 2016 we identified 847,060

unique E-mail addresses of scientists of the 

world.



E-mail marketing as Scientific Method



“Fish for Deans” 

project



BA Grid, one of the most important 

forces in science. Part 2.

• With the 847,060 scientist found with previous 

technology, we now have 2,017,921 members of 

the Library of Alexandria Scientific grid, or 25% of 

the world’s scientists with the Library of 

Alexandria at the heart.
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Summary of Arabic Countries 

Universities

For creation of this slide we used information received from about 700 African 

Universities and about 300 Universities in Other Arabic countries

Other African                                              30,909

All together                                                 97,432
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