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Today it is a very special moment for libraries and librarians. Today it is the future

 itself that we are building for all people living in this world.

We want to thank  Mr. Alex Byrne, IFLA President, as well as the Organizing Committee of this meeting, especially Ms. Tuula Haavisto, for the opportunity in participating with  this presentation on some Brazilian initiatives concerning reading and access to information.  

The focus of this presentation is on Library and Reading , especially social inclusion through actions of reading enhancement and library projects in Brazil. 

The author Jorge Luis Borges, from Argentina, who wrote that among several tools that men has conceived, the most impressive is undoubtedly the book, that became an extension of human memory and imagination; it is also a means to record a repositories of knowledge and communication (BORGES, 1967).

Also, the Brazilian writer Monteiro Lobato wrote that a country is built with men and books ( LOBATO, 2005).

As a consequence of the increased use of books, during the last five centuries the act and style of reading was modified, and the book achieved a special status in  society.

In the 20th century, new types of bibliographic materials have appeared and information became more relevant in modern society. In this context, the book became a strategic product in the performance, interaction and synergy of the social and economic processes, and has contributed for the enhancement of information and knowledge society since the 60s. 

Along the years, libraries were considered as organizations for the storage of recorded thoughts and knowledge. However, due to the need of personal and organizational development more recently, information circulation and transfer have required an increased role of libraries.    

However, the high investments needed for this new form of acting have not been followed by the cultural mechanisms in the same speed allowed by technology. On the other hand, the access to informational repositories has been essential to information society development. For this purpose, it is essential that individuals be qualified for using and dealing with information properly, mainly in learning and research environments (BELLUZZO, 2004).

It is not a coincidence that this matter has been mentioned in several studies aimed to produce policies and guidelines by many international organizations. Among those, since 1994 UNESCO and IFLA have launched campaigns and publications destined to alert  nations about information importance and access by the citizens, mainly through school and public libraries, as essential institutions for the human development in its plenitude.    

Some examples of these documents are related here:

· Public Library Manifesto (November 1994)

· School Library Manifesto (November 1999)

· Internet Manifesto (March 2002)

· Libraries and Freedom of Expression Manifesto (February 2004)

(Fonte: IFLANET, 2005)

The World Summit of Information Society, in its preparatory meetings, shows that due to the rapid convergence among telecommunications, communication means, information and technologies, there will be a great need for the society to be highly qualified for the use and application of information, of technologies and of available knowledge. So, nations should be concerned:

· To support and to enhance the installation of library networks and information services;

· To  provide access points to information and to develop reading qualification;

· To promote high level services for the access to the needed information.

(NAÇÕES UNIDAS, 2005)..

In this scenery, it is evident that in order to fulfill their significant role in society, libraries have to be adequately prepared for the citizens learning purposes. So, they need to work in partnership with the educational programs developed by schools. On the other hand, governors should be aware of the high importance of educational policies and resources aimed to education and culture complete development.

According to the Brazilian specialist,  Profa. Marisa Lajolo (LAJOLO, 2004), we learn how to read throughout life. If reading books is learned in school, other readings are learned elsewhere, in the school of life; we read to understand the world and to live better.

Reading literacy in its various ways will contribute for the enhancement of citizens to participate in society.

BRASIL
Brazil, a country located in South America, has a continental dimension and a population of 180 million inhabitants, and presents contrastive realities. 

It has a natural exuberant beauty, modern cities, products made with high technology, important university centers, but also has small villages, historical centers, religious tradition and varied popular cultures. It has as a fundamental link of identity the Portuguese language. From January 2006 onwards, an important study center will be launched in São Paulo, “Estação Luz da Nossa Língua”, aimed to recognize the exact dimension that this language possesses in the country as well as in the international scenery.

On one hand, the country has the greatest Latin America graphic industry and, on the other hand, it has insufficient number of libraries, ten times less than it would be ideal. 

In a study carried out by BNDES – National Economic and Social Development Bank , in the recent years there was a continuous decrease of book production and 73% of this production has been bought by 16% of Brazilian population (EARP, 2005). 

Another serious problem is the non existence of sufficient public libraries.  The ideal number would be 10,000 public libraries, as estimated by the Ministry of Culture. These numbers reveal an emergence need of preparing and turn effective public policies aimed to teaching improvement in schools and library infra-structure investment. These would enable adequate to achieve necessary conditions for the equity for Brazilian people access to information repositories, printed and digital.
Although reading has been considered of fundamental importance for the development of individuals, international indexes show that reading literacy scores are very low in several countries, including Brazil.

Generally speaking, according to a study carried out by  the Brazilian Institute Paulo Montenegro, 31% of the studied population do not have enough reading and writing skills in order to be prepared for the demand of their social context and to use these skills to go on lifelong learning and development (INAF, 2005).   

Besides that, Brazilian population presents high levels of functional illiteracy, according to studies carried out in 2003 by the mentioned Institute, and presented by the National Indicator of Functional Illiteracy.

The studies carried out by the Programmes for International Student Assessment – PISA, from the Organization for the Cooperation and Economic Development (OCDE) also show that among 32 participating countries Brazil presents low levels of literacy (PISA, 2003).
About this theme, the most recent study by reading in the country is that from Brazilian Book Chamber (CBL), together with other institutions devoted to  books whose data are presented in the document: “Pictures of Reading in Brazil” (CBL, 2005).

In this research, among various factors analyzed, the main motives for the low levels of reading are:

· economic difficulty for book acquisition;

· lack of reading stimulus;

· few alternatives for reading at home.

Based on the situation observed among Brazilians, some initiatives have been developed by the government and by several non-governmental organizations as mechanisms to enlarge the conditions of free access to book and to special programs of reading motivation, mainly by pleasure. Also, the installation of libraries was mentioned, trying to minimize the serious problem found out in the country.

a) Initiatives from the Ministry of Culture:

· Statutory Law of the Book (December 21, 2004), ruling the sell of books with more reduced prizes. The estimated difference of 10% would contribute for the enlargement of book access by the population ( www.cultura.org.br) 
· Creation of a “Pro-Reading Fund”, with resources coming from non-applied taxes. These resources would be destined to reading enhancement and professionals qualification projects aimed to prepare reading mediators as educators, librarians and cultural agents (www.cbl.org.br) 

· Creation of a Book, Reading and Library National Policy (PNLL) in order to guide the action of government, companies, institutions and other volunteer activities in the country. Since July 2004, some meetings have been carried out in all regions of the country with representatives of book chains and libraries for the analysis and formalization of PNLL (www.cultura.gov.br) .

· Project “Reading is Also a Passion”, with UNESCO and other institutions support. It is aimed to the distribution of four million pocket books in football stadiums. The pilot project was developed in 2004 during the football game between Brazil and Argentina, and was repeated in other similar games in 2005. Book distribution is also planned in subways and other places of people concentration, according to the strategy of enlarging the presence of the book  in non-conventional spaces, to stimulate book access and as a consequence of  the reading habit.

· Project “Open Book” from the National System of Public Libraries, in cooperation with the States and Cities - it aims to install libraries in cities where they are missing as well as the modernization of libraries already existent. Initiated in 2004, until now 127 public municipal libraries were created in partnership with several State governments in Brazil (www.bnb.org.br) 

· Participation in the Ibero-American Reading Year in 2005, settled by CERLALC, in Brazil VIVALEITURA, that is focused mainly in  carrying out a great national mobilization on reading. For this program an Executive Committee was organized with representatives from the areas of Education, Culture, publishers, book sellers, libraries, non-governmental organizations as UNESCO, foundations and associations, among others. The aim was to identify, integrate and bring visibility to every action of the country in this area, and also to stimulate new initiatives of partnerships or through Ministries, state government and mayor offices actions that would give to reading a dimension of a State Policy. The actions of VIVALEITURA are organized in four strategic lines where institutional projects are recorded. Presently there are more than 600 projects recorded in the system, that is available to interested institutions at the website www.vivaleitura.org.br 

· National campaigns for reading stimulus have been carried out with the support of mass communication means and of graphic industry, in partnership  with famous sportmen and artists, with the distribution of outdoors and dissemination of this campaign in Radio and TV programs.

b) Projects carried out by other federal institutions: 

· BNDES – Pro-Book Program: project to support book production chain that offers special conditions to financing for publishing houses, distributors, book shops and printing houses (www.bndes.gov.br). 

· PETROBRAS – Reading Program, initiated in 1994, carried out in partnership with the non-governmental organization “Read Brazil”. It has 16 mobile libraries with nearly 240,000 books that reach several public schools in Brazilian States. It also develops cultural activities, for example: meeting with writers, story tellers and the publication of Shared Readings aimed to reading agents qualification. It also develops the Pedagogic Action Program for reading teachers qualification (www.leiabrasil.org.br) 

· Ministry of Agricultural Development – Literature Box Project: it uses the existing infra-structure to develop activities in the poor agricultural communities.  Book boxes are available to the population, and volunteers who live in those communities take care of the boxes (www.mda.gov.br/index.php?sccid=155) .

In the State governments area, efforts have been developed for the creation of at least one library in each village.

c) State programmes and projects

· Open  Book Project.  in partnership with the National System of Public Libraries of the State of Santa Catarina, has installed several libraries.

· The State of Minas Gerais, in partnership with the non-governmental organization I want to read Program, has also created new libraries.

· The State of Paraná, with the development of the project Library for Citizenship, has also enlarged the number of its libraries, and has already installed 48 libraries.

· The State of São Paulo has created the São Paulo Program: a State of Readers where  I am  presently working (Decree n. 47,783, April 23, 2003) has installed 84  public libraries with support of private companies, and. Also more 60 reading rooms were created in hospitals, special living areas, women prisons, service centers to citizens, samba schools, among others, with the aim of providing access to publications in waiting rooms or leisure spaces (www.divbibliotecas.sp.gov.br) 

· Development of three publicity campaigns in order to reach the public in general about reading matters and cultural actions to reading stimulus, as for exemple,  story tellers qualification workshops. 

· Implementation of a website Read a Book (www.leialivro.sp.gov.br) for the organization of a virtual reading community that presently has more than 16 thousand searches already done/mounth.

· Seven regional workshops on information literacy were carried out until now in 7 regions n the State of São Paulo with the participation of 106 villages and 177 professionals. With those activities, we hope that the workshop participants work as multiplying agents of the used methodology and also as disseminators of library importance for lifelong education of the population. 

Brazilian non-governmental organizations have carried out significant activities for the development of Reading Stimulus projects, including the support for the installation of public or community libraries. Some of those initiatives are showed as examples:

d) Projects of non-governmental organizations

· EcoFuture Institute – the Program “Reading is Necessary” provides qualification for reading promoters as well as writing competitions and community libraries installation. Until October 2005 forty libraries were created in six Brazilian States, with a total of 34,700 books. Around 770 library assistants and reading promoters were qualified. The investment was around US $ 2 million dollars.  Other information can be identified in the website www.ecofuturo.org.br 

· Ethos Institute, Program I Want to Read – Library for All – it aims to develop solidarity partnerships, linking different organizational levels as government, private organizations and communities. 14 libraries were created in the State of Minas Gerais, and also partnerships with other states are planned. Information can be seen at the website  www.queroler.org.br 

· DPAschoal Educational Foundation – a private organization that created a specific program aimed to book editing with contents related to education and to citizenship improvement. In five years, using the network of stores in the country, it has already distributed 5 million copies among schools and libraries. Information is available at the website www.dpaschoal.org.br
· Center of Studies and Research in Education, Culture and Community Action – Project “Enter the Circle”, that aims to carry out workshops for reading guiders qualification. In the reading circles the readers develop activities concerning hearing and reading of stories, poems, news and other literary genders. More than 700 professionals from schools, public libraries, students and volunteers participate at the project in several Brazilian cities. Information at the website  www.cenpec.org.br
· Firefly Expedition – Organization of volunteers that distributes books for the population that lives at the Amazon rivers borders (www.expedicaovagalume.org.br) .

Actions of Brazilian Federation of Library Associations, Information Scientists and Institutions – FEBAB

FEBAB, in its mission of defending and stimulating library and library professionals development has carried out   activities for the enhancement of reading and library (www.febab.org.br) . For this purpose, it has informed and presented proposals to the professionals, asking them to reflect about reading matters, information literacy and library importance in the Brazilian society context. 

The following activities were developed in 2002-2005:

· Translating into Portuguese language of  the following documents: IFLA/UNESCO Manifesto and Guidelines for school libraries; Manifesto about Internet Access

· Organization of the South-American Seminar of IFLA/UNESCO Manifestos and Guidelines for School and Public Libraries, held in Curitiba, Paraná, Brazil, July 14-16, 2005, with support from IFLA/ALP and IFLA/LAC.

· Publication in Portuguese language of the AACR2 (2nd revision 2002), launched in March 2005.

· Agreement  with American Library Association for the installation of campaign “@your library” in Brazil, in July 2003;

· Organization of the “21st Brazilian Congress of Librarianship, Documentation and Information Science”, with the theme: “Book, Reading, Library : a exercise of citizenship”, held in Curitiba (Paraná), July 17-21, 2005, with the participation of representations of 5 IFLA Sections;

· Organization of  cycles of talkings and workshops with central themes aimed at Information Literacy (April and December 2004 and July 2005); Reading (October 2005);

· Installation of the Brazilian Group of Information Literacy Studies and FEBAB affiliation in IFLA Information Literacy Section.

· Participation as a representative member of Brazilian Librarians Class in the national mentioned programs.

FINAL REMARKS

In a country where only part of the population can buy books and has access to libraries, it is highly recommended that the presented projects be continued in order to contribute for the  success of Brazilian population literacy process increase.  Complementary actions should be effective, as follows:

· To enlarge the possibility of Brazilian libraries automation, and to implement access to Internet, in such a way that all have equity in information access;

· To enlarge cultural action in order to guarantee the formation of new readers as well as reading habit enhancement for the best utilization of  books;

· To stimulate dissemination campaigns and reading programs to inform about activities whose aims value reading and libraries;

· To proceed on  the installation of libraries and reading rooms by means of partnerships and other initiatives.

These actions as well other similar ones focused on reading and library values will contribute to achieve reading scores improvement of the Brazilian population. 

As books become more accessible to population in general and as librarians, teachers and parents are more prepared to work as reading stimulus agents, we hope to have literate citizens able not only to read but mainly to understand what they are reading, in such a way to use information and knowledge obtained from books and digital tools actively.
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