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Short Abstract:
AGORA: Access to Global Online Research in Agriculture: - FAO, in collaboration with a range of public and private sector partners, has enabled free or low-cost online access to major scholarly journals on agriculture for institutions in developing countries. 

IMARK: Information Management Resource Kit: - FAO has initiated a partnership-based e-learning programme on CD-ROM to train individuals in the effective management of agricultural information, distributed free.
AGORA: http://www.aginternetwork.org/en/
	Launched in October 2003, the AGORA site provides access to 766 journals from major scientific publishers in the fields of food, agriculture, environmental science and related social sciences. AGORA is available to students and researchers in qualifying not-for-profit institutions in eligible developing countries.


	 


Led by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the goal of AGORA is to increase the quality and effectiveness of agricultural research, education and training in low-income countries, and in turn, to improve food security. Researchers, policy-makers, educators, students, technical workers and extension specialists will have access to high-quality, relevant and timely agricultural information via the Internet.
	AGORA Journal Collection

Blackwell Publishing, CABI Publishing, Elsevier, Kluwer Academic Publishers, Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins, Nature Publishing Group, Oxford University Press, Springer-Verlag, and John Wiley & Sons are the founding publishers of AGORA, providing access to over 400 of their journals. Additional publishers will be invited to participate in AGORA over the coming months. 

Who can participate? 

Potential users will be required to register with FAO, and access to AGORA will be password controlled. The AGORA Publisher Partners are opening access free to relevant institutions in the following countries. Individual publishers reserve the right to add to or delete from this list. The countries, generally with an annual GNI per capita per annum of US$1000 or less at 31 December 2000, have been selected by the Publisher Partners and will be amended by them from time to time.

	Eligible countries

A 
Guyana 

S 
Afghanistan 

H 
Albania 

Sao Tome and Principe 

Angola 

Haiti 

Senegal 

Armenia 

Honduras 

Sierra Leone 

Azerbaijan 

K 
Solomon Islands 

B 
Somalia 

Kenya 

Sudan 

Bangladesh 

Kiribati 

T 
Benin 

Kyrgyzstan 

Bhutan 

L 
Tajikistan 

Burkina Faso 

Timor-Leste 

Burundi 

Lao People's Democratic Republic 

Togo 

C 
Lesotho 

Tokelau 

Liberia 

Turkmenistan 

Cambodia 

M 
Tuvalu 

Cameroon 

U 
Central African Republic 

Madagascar 

Chad 

Malawi 

Uganda 

Comoros 

Mali 

Ukraine 

Congo 

Mauritania 

United Republic of Tanzania 

Côte d'Ivoire 

Mongolia 

Uzbekistan 

D 
Mozambique 

V 
Myanmar 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

N 
Viet Nam 

Djibouti 

Y 
E 
Nepal 

Nicaragua 

Yemen 

Eritrea 

Niger 

Z 
Ethiopia 

Nigeria 

G 
P 
Zambia 

Zimbabwe 

Gambia 

Papua New Guinea 

Georgia 

R 
 

Ghana 

 

Guinea 

Republic of Moldova 

 

Guinea-Bissau 

Rwanda 

 

 

Within these countries AGORA will benefit not-for-profit national academic, research or government institutions in agriculture and related biological, environmental and social sciences. Eligible institutions whose staff and students may have access to the journals are: universities and colleges; research institutes; agricultural extension centers, government offices and libraries.
Technical Requirements

Participating institutions will need computers connected to the Internet with a connection of 56k baud rate or higher. The system is designed to work best with Internet Explorer version 4.0 or higher, or Netscape version 6 or higher, or Mozilla Firefox 1.0 or higher. Users will also need an Adobe Acrobat viewer for journal articles in PDF format.
How to Sign Up

To join, please complete the online AGORA registration form. Only one registration is required per institution. We will send your institution an agreement to sign regarding terms of use and instructions for getting started.
Other Initiatives

If your institution is not eligible for access to journals through AGORA, you may be eligible through other initiatives.


	


IMARK: http://www.fao.org/imark/
	The goal of the IMARK initiative is to mobilize and build upon existing resources to create a comprehensive suite of distance learning resources for information management and exchange. IMARK will support agencies, institutions and networks world-wide, and to allow them to work together and share information more effectively within a virtual community of practice.
IMARK learning materials are being developed as a series of modules on CD-ROM, supplemented by an Internet-based online community, providing a virtual discussion forum for contributors and learners to exchange views, share information and request help from each other.

IMARK covers several major subject areas in information management and each IMARK module treats one of the major subject areas. The modules introduce the latest concepts, approaches and tools for information management, using interactive tutorials specifically designed for individual self-paced learning. Currently the 1st and 4th module are completed, while the 2nd and 3rd are under development.
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Management of Electronic Documents
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Investing in Agricultural Information
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Building Electronic Communities and Networks
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Digitization and
Digital Libraries 

IMARK seeks to provide a learning environment addressing each area in which information professionals can: 
· learn new concepts, approaches and attitudes for effective information management; 

· develop and implement information management strategies using new technologies; 

· solve problems by using IMARK as a reference resource; 

· dialogue and share information resources with others as part of the IMARK online community. 
Each IMARK module treats one of the major subject areas in such a way that practitioners and experts of various levels of experience from a wide range of institutions and organizations will benefit.
The IMARK online community will allow learners to follow up on what they have learned and to share their experiences with others.

Access to IMARK is free of charge in up to five languages, in order to reach an internationally widespread audience that might otherwise be unable to access such resources
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